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‘IRAQ MUSEUM 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


1. Victors are requested to keej^ to the left, eoiistanlly, while 
going round the Miiseiiixi. The explanation of objects in this guide 
starts at the left side of each room and goes on. 

2. The wall-cases in every room are allotted numeral numbers 
while the central eases alphabetical letters. The objects displayed 
on the walls between the cases, keep their Museum numbers. 

3. The objects whose numbers are mentioned in this guide in 
a particular manner have red wooden slips, on which the numbers 
are painted in yellow colour, placed near them for distinction. 





ROOM I 


On llif u}>pvr shff'C}/^ nsrrnd n((/ by Ihv Icjl sl(iirr<L'<(' : 

This room rnulaiiis (‘ariy MiaKji ani iqiut i(‘s ()1! the* Neolithic and 
Ha)*ly Hunirrirni laa'iods, j)arlii‘ularly lhos(^ of \hv toul of ihr fourth 
and the lK‘giiniiti.u* of the lliiial milloiniium ii.c*. 


>sn<nv (hvsE i. 


SliEi.F L AIae(‘ luauls, earveil in stoiie, ijismaljed aJid decorated 
with animal 11^'ures in relief. Tiu‘ (Mitstandiug y)ieces are: 

No. 81H)7. Mace head from Ui\ adorned at the skiers with three 
huiuan-liead(‘d riMdining bulls one following* the othei' and four lines 
of Hiimerian instu’iidioiK On top is a hgime of a lion ciwicdiant. 
(Eig. 1). 

No, 1545!). AJace head from Khafaje, with two figures of lions 
crouchant haek to back on tin* top, bearing a B’laneriaii inscription. 
(Eig. 2). 

No, 22472. Figure of bull in tbe round, from AVarka, of fine 
workmanship, whose body is mirved out in limestone and was 
originally inlaid with ]n*ecious stones, wliile the legs are cast in silver. 
Dating from tin* (aid of the fourth miUeniuiuu n.c. 




JJp. 8997 (Fig. 1. Boom 1. Case 1.) 
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No. 22483. Miniatui’e figure of goat in gold, discovered at 
Warka and belongs to the end of tbe fourth millennium b.g. 

ShexjF II. Bead necklaces of rock crystal, earnelian, shell and 
a kind of black stone as well as a number of amulets made of various 
materials in a variety of fornrs, discovered at Warka and are of the 
Jamdat Nasr period. 

The plaque fixed to the back of the show ca>se has a collection 
of human figures carved out in mother-of-pearl with the intention 
of being inlaid on a background of a different mateinal. xill were 
found at Tall Asmar and belong to the Early Dynastic period of the 
first half of the third millennium b.g. 

Shelf III. 'Necklaces of elongated lentoid beads of shell cores, 
double conoid beads made of frit, as well as a third type of discoids 
of limestone and a fourth form of beads cut out of shell spirals. 
There are also amulets of various shapes and materials, pieces of 
thin gold foil, horns and ears of animals, being parts of figures, all 
discovered in one layer of the Jamdat Nasr j^eriod at Warka of the 
end of the fomdh millennium b.c. 


CASE 1-a 


This case contains objects in supplement of Cases 1 and 3 which 
belong to the Early Sumerian period, from tlie Jamdat Na>sr and the 
Early Dynastic periods. They were found at the Sumerian sites of 
Warka and -of the province of Eshnunna. 

Shelves T and II. — Stone vess(‘ls and fragments. 

Shelf III. Amulets in stone, sliell and mother-of-pearl and 
some jewellery. 

<» 

Shelf IV. Various beads of stone and .shell. 

Near the Wall ietimen Case I and Case 11: 

No. 5. Diorite statue from Ur, representing Eiiteraena, patesi 
of ancient “Lagash” Tello, bearing an inscription on the right 
shoulder and back, recording the name of that patesi as well as his 
titles and prominent deeds. Of the Early Dynastic period in the 
first half of the third millennium B.c. 
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CASE 2 . 

(.'Ontainiiig* bowls, plates, ('nj)s and other vases, carved 

Old ill various stones in a variety of shapes r(‘i)r<sseiiling the Janidat 
Nasr period. Of tlie end of the fourth niillenniniu n.o. Tlie out- 
stauding'pieces are: 

piTELn L — No. 24861. A green .stone bowl from Khafaje, 
adored in the outside with a scene of cows, calves and a Farinyarfl. 
Of the Janidat Nasr period or the (unl of the fourth millennium n 
(Fig. 8). 




No. 8517. Green stone tuniTbler from Kisii, with a fine stand 
made of twisted copper wire, of the Jamdat TSTasr period. (Fig. 4). 



jNo. 8517, Fig. 4. Room 1. Case 2. 


Beside case 2: 

I 

W black basalt, damaged, discovered at 

representing a scene of lion hunt by the inhabitants of ‘ Iraq 
during the Jamdat Nasr period at the end of the fourth millennium 
B.o. The style of this stela shows certain relations with objects 



a 

kno^frn .aa: ‘Blau monuments’ and a certain Early Egyptian relief. 



No. 23477. Pig. 5. Room 1. Case 2. 

No. 23479. A cast of a mo.saic fagade di.seovered in the fourth 
archaic Sumerian stratum at' Warka, between two flights of stairs of 
the temple E-auna. The mosaic panels adorning the recesses of the 
fa^de are~i^ose*~originally discovered. These date back to the 
period known as the J7r«^ period in the last half of the fourth 
njillennium b.o. 

Jfwf the wall betimen the two mosaio fagadest 

Npi, , . JSSOS- Limestone statue, minus head, discovered at 
tfark^ represmiting a squatting female. Date uncertain. 
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; ,.„No. 23478. One of tHe E-anna xeuiijie mosaic . lagades.-: This 

moisaie is composed of the original baked clay cones /wi^h, colp^ixed 
tops, restored in the same style as found in the excavations. 
the same period as the preceding fa§ade. 

Two small show eases placed over the E-Anna Fagade: 

(a) A collection of various examples of Sumerian mosaic, some 
ill the form of cones in baked clay and stone of different sizes and 
others in the shape of plaques whose faces are decorated with incised 
circles and double circles. These pieces were inlaid on the mosaic 
walls to increase their decoration. They are of the third Archaic 
stratum of the E-anna temple of the fourth millennium B.c. 

(h) A collection of baked clay figures and plaques of various 
shapes and sizes, from the ancient walls of the facade of E-anna, of 
the fourth millennium b.c. 

CASE 3. 

Including a valuable collection comprising a silver spouted vase 
and a variety of stone vases and howls, some were inlaid with mosaic 
which had partly fallen off and some are plain. The outstanding 
pieces are: 

Shelf I. — ^No. 19293. A. shyer spherical spouted vase, possibly 
used for pouring libation ; having’' an lioxdzontal spout foi’ming part 
of the mouth. Discovered at Warka, of the Jamdat Nasr period. 
(Fig. 6). 



No. 19293. Fig. 6. Boom 1. Case 3. 


No* 19171. A black stone jng, decorated witii two bands of 
mosaic executed in fine pieces of coloured shell and a number of 
inlaid rosettes. Discovered at Warka, of the Jamdat Nasr period. 
(Fig. 7). 



No. 19171. Fig, 7* Boom 1. Case 3 
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No. 19675. A fragment of a larg e green stone vase, carved in 
relief with a figure of a deity leading a^nnSs^'lin eagle attacking 
an ifiex, two lions fighting a deity and other scenes, discovered at 
Khafaje and dates back to about the first half of the third millennium 
‘noT^CFig. 8). 



No. 19675. Fig. 8. Hoorn 1. Case 3. 

Shklf I. A number of stone vessels with inlay of mother-of- 
pearl including a shell lamp with mosaic of mother-of-pearl. From 
Khafaje. Of the Early Dynastic period. 

Shelf II. — ^No. 11959. A-..Maefe'istene bowl from Ur, adorned, in 
the outside, with figures in relief representing five oxen with pro- 
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nounced muscular details and an ear of corn projecting from over the 
back of each figure. Of the Jamdat Nasr period. (Fig. 9). 



No. 11959. Fig. 9. Eoom 1. Case 3. 

No. 10786. A -white limestone bowl, decorated in relief with figures 
of sheep having long dropping fleece. Of the Jamdat Nasr period. 

No. 16494. A white limestone bowl from Ur, decorated with 
figures in relief representing lions attacking bulls. Of the Jamdat 
Nasr periodi. 

No. 19788. A ground plan drawn on botli sides of a clay 
tablet, from Tall Asmar, believed to be the ground plan of a temple, 
as it represents a temple courtyard and its sui’rounding parts. Of 
the middle of the third millennium b.c. 

Shem’ III. Here are exhibited alabaster lamps and votive 
bowls possibly -used for cosmetics and show very high workmanship. 
Discovered in the cemetery of the Jamdat Nasr period at Ur. The 
outstanding pieces are-. 

No. 18279. Bowl with a pedestal in form of two lions attack- 
ing a hull- 

No. 16394. Bowl with pedestal in the form of a lion in the round 

No. 19842. Bowl, from Ur, with a pedestal in the form of a 
she# in the round. 
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No' 1^2:47. Bo^x witoa a peaestal ni iixe form of a reclining 
bull carrying a bowl on the bead. 

No. 20489. Bowl with a pedestal in the form of a calf in the round 

Shelf IV. Stone vessels, one of which, bearing No. 10780 has 
the carvings prepared to take an inlay and other vessels of various 
shapes and sizes of the Jamdat Nasr period. y |- 

. Shlef V. No. 19813. Baked clay object, from Khafaje^ClP 
composed of two conical vases, on one side of which is a model of a 
building with two doors and one window. On the top is a circular 
table, fixed there for incense burning or for the purpose of dis- 
playing offerings. This coinposit object is being completely borne on 
the hacks of two animals ridden by two attendants and having four 
wheels. Of the Early Dynastic period, of the first half of the third 
millennium b.c. (Fig. 10). 



No. 19813. Pig. 10. Boom 1. Case 3, 



No. 24365. Pottery vase, in the form of a bird, employed to 
ponr libation in the Sin Temple altar at Khafaje. Of the Jamdat 
Nasr period of the end of the fourth millennium b.g. 

CASE 4. 

This case contains various flint and obsidian implements used 
for cutting, smoothing, scraping, hunting, ploughing and other 
purposes. They are of the paleolithic and neolithic periods. 

CASE 5. 

Votive stone plaques decorated witli various figures possibly 
fixed to the -walls of the temple shrines, representing a phase of the 
religious life of the inhabitants of 'Iraq during the Early Dynastic 
period. The most outstanding of them are: 

Shelf 1.— No. 14661. A limestone plaque, of a square shaj^e, 
pierced in the centre and having three horizontal registers of figures 
earved in bas-relief. About three quarters of this plaque were dis- 
covered at Khafaje. The inissing fragment belonging to an almost 
similar plaque was found at Ur. Pig. 11 shows the fragment placed 
in such a manner as to complete the missing part of the plaque. 

The first register represent?^ from right to left, a person, possibly 
the king himself, with the liair drop]ung from the head over the 
shoulders, a long beard hanging over th(‘ breast and wearing a skirt 
in the form of sheep skin. He is sitting on liis tlirone andi receiving 
from an attendant what may be a wint‘ cup, while a third person 
resembling the attendant is playing on a musical instrument. This 
register represents on the left, a woman with short cut hair, who may 
be the queen herself, wearing plain dresses, with a maid in attendance 
having long hairs dropping over her shoulders and wearing a fleece 
skirt. These two wpmen are represented as entertaining each other 
with drinks. Behind them is a person holdipg a -with the right 
hand and a basket with the left. 

The second roister represents, on the right, a person conducting 
a deer and carrying a square shaped jar. On the left are two 
persons carrying a large jar suspended on a pole whose ends rest 
on their shoulders. 
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The third register represents a votive chariot, covered, ivith a 
skin with fringed edges, drawn by four hori^es preceded by -a 
pedestrian carrying in his hand a long stick in a vertical position; 
Two other pedestrian*^ follow, one holding the reins of the horses 
with his left and a stick .with his right hand, while the other walks 
behind holding with both hands one end of a pole which rests . on 
his shoulder with a vase hanging at the other. (Fig. 31). 



No. 14661. Fig. 11. Room 1, Case 5. 
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Shelf II. — No. 19794. Limestone plaque, square sliapeci, 
pierced in the centre, decorated with figures carved in ba^-relief in 
three horizontal registers. The first representing two scenes with 
human figures seated and receiving drinks each from the attendant 
in front of him with a large jar resting on the ground in between, 
while the second and third registers represent four reclining calves 
on a ground with plants. (Fig. 12). 



No. 19794. Fig. 12. Boom 1. Case 5. 
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Shelf II. — No. 9012. A stone plaque with two boxers carved 
out in bas-relief. Both are represented naked except for a caehe-sex 
and gloves. They are standing in the same attitude one towards the 
other in a manner quite identical with the present day boxing scenes. 
(Fig. 13). 
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Shelf III. — ^No. 857. A plaster cast of a plaque from Tall 
ybqid, representing the two emblems of strength and power. One is 
a, human-headed hull with two horns and a long beard emblematic 
of the identity of the deity, and the second is a lion-headed eagle 
perching over the back of the bull attacking its rear. (Fig. 14). 



No. 857. Fig. 14. Room 1. Case 5. 


Shelf IV. — No. 15734. An alabaster object from Tall Asmar, 
carved in bas-relief on both sides. The obverse represent two persons 
in the attitude of adoration, standing face to face with a human head 
looking down on them in between. Behind each of the figures is a 
minor figure of an attendant. The reverse shows a dragon in the 
form of an animal with long neck and tail, having a snake head. 
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This ani^nal is taken as a seat for the body of the god whose head 
was shown looking down in between the two worshippers of the 
obverse. On the right side of the dragon is a dwarf worshipper and 
on the left is a person sitting in a peenliar way and holding np one 
arm towards the head of tlie animal as if in personal defence* This 
object dates back to the Early Dynastic period in the first half of 
the third millennium B'.c. (Pig. 15). 



No. 15734. Pig. 15. Boom 1. Case 5. 

No. 15547. Two fragments of a stone plaque carved out in 
relief with a matrimonial scene of a god and goddess. Of the Early 
Dynastic period. 
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•Shelf V. — -No. 24341. A stone figure of a lion-headed eagle, 
with pictographie inscription. Discovered at Khafaje. Of the 
Early Dynastic period in the first half of the third millennium b.o: 

CENTRAL CASES. 

CASE ^‘A^’. ■ ■ 

No. 19169, A conical shaped limestone jug from Warka, well 
preserved. Decorated outside with figures in high relief represent- 
ing two bulls attacked by two lions from behind. It has a spout 
quite near to the neck and at the point overlooking the bulls ^ heads. 
At either side of the spout is a figures of a lion carved out in the 
round. This is considered one of the best examples of high relied carv- 
ing of the Jamdat Nasr period yet discovered at Warka. (Pig. 16). 
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No. 19822. A stone statuette of a woman of the first half of 
the third millennium b.g.^ from Ur, having smiling lips and a well 
dressed hair, short cut at the back. Both shoulders are naked. She 
is repi’esented wearing a kilt of sheep skin. The forehead and 
temples are framed with fine pieces of lapis lazuli inlay. Of the 
Early Dynastic period. (Pig. 17). 





No. 19822. Fig 17. Eoom 1. Case “A”'. 
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A cQlleetion of statuettes of various sizes, partly complete and 
partly broken and incomplete, discovered at different historical sites 
such as Ur, Kish, Khafaje and Warka. . .etc., representing the ability 
aiid= skill' of the sculptors of the Eaidy Dynastic period in ‘-Iraq. 

CASE “B.” . ^ 


No. 19606. A votive vase from Warka, carved out in a gypsum 
stone resembling alabaster. This was found in a badly broken state 
in the Jamdat Na.sr stratum of that site where a large number of 
beads and a quantity of cult objects were also found. This vase is 
carved in bas-relief in four registers whose details are as follows: — 


First register: A procession of prominent personality (a 
king ?) followed by a number of priests carrying offerings to the 
goddess Innin. The vase is almost complete except for one fragment 
which should contain the figure of the king of which only one foot 
and a portion of the lower part of the, dress remain. Behind the 
king stands his attendant bearing hpth end,s of the belt of his dress 
while a naked Sumerian jiriest precedes him in the attitude of offer- 
ing a basket full of fruits and corn to the godde.ss Innin who is 
represented in three various forms, (a) as a woman wearing part 
of the goddess headdre.ss and receiving the cult gifts, (b) in the 
form of two emblems recognised, through the pietographic inscrip- 
tions, as representing that goddess, and (c) as a ram which is the 
emblem of the goddess Innin, carrying on its back an edifice with 
two steps, possibly representing a ziggurat. On the higher step is 
a man holding with both hands an emblem which in archaic writing 
means “BN”, wdiile on the lower step .stands another man in the 
attitude of adoration Avith an emblem of the goddess Innin in the 
background. Behind these emblems, which represent the goddess 
Innin, are the offerings mentioned above comprising tivo vases, of 
similar shape as the vase irhich forms this subject, two figures of 
animals, a goat and a lion below which are tivo round vases standing 
on pedestals, and po.ssibly containing bread, followed by two baskets- 
containing fruit and ears of corn with a ram’s head and three other 
unrecognizable objects in the background. 

The seeond register-. Figures of nine priests carrying in their 
hands various vases, cauldrons, baskets, bowls and a spouted jar all 
full of votive liquid and diy substances. 


The third register: Ten sheep and rams arranged: 
ram in file and so forth. 


a sheep, a 
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The fourth register: Tills is separated from the third by a 
narrow margin and merely represents thirteen palmtrees and a 
similar nnmber of ears of corn. At the bottom are two waved lines 
possibly emblematic of two canals being the source of life to the 
ti’ees. (Fig. 18). 



Fig. 18. Room 1, Case 
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CASH 

No. 8969. Copper statuette from Khafaje, representing a naked 
person, probably a priest, having a long beard and two nats hanging 
over the shoulders. On the top of the head is a four-spiked head- 
dress. The arms are held out and the hands clasped in a peculiar 
way. He has a rope band around the waist and is represented stand- 
ing on a stand, with four legs. The back bears a Sumerian inscrip- 
tion. Of the Early Dynastic period. (Pig. 19). 

This case contains, besides the copper statuette mentioned above 
a num/ber of various stone statuettes illustrating the stone sculpture 
of that period. They illustrate further the various types of dresses 
worn by the people and the contemporary types of hair dress 
especially common to the ladies. The most prominent pieces are: 

No. 19752. A statuette from Tall Asmar ancient Bshnunna 
representing a god with black painted beard and waved hairs hang- 
ing over the shoulders, the upper lialf of the body n^iked and the 
lower half covered with a plaited skirt fringed from above the knees. 
This statuette has abnormally large round eyes inlaid of shell and 
black stone, standing on a round pedestal engraved in front with a 
scene of two animals and an eagle with widespread wings in the 
centre and plants in the background. (Pig- 20). 

No. 19751. A limestone statuette of a goddess from Tall Asmar, 
in a peculiar attire leaving the right arm and shoulder naked and 
having two large round eyes. She is represented standing on an 
oval shaped pedestal fitted on the left with tlie two feet and legs of 
a smaller statuette. (Pig. 20). 

No. 20083. A black stone statuette from Khafaje, almost 
complete, representing a man standing over a pedestal with his hands 
elapsed on the breast. Having a long beard and wearing a cap 
resembling a turban leaving the hair curled up above the forehead 
to be seen from underneath. He has two inlaid (yes and a very 
projecting nose. He is represented wearing a dress similar to sheep 
skin furs leaving all the upper part of the body naked. 

Similar statues in the round were first discovered (1) at 
; Aslishur (QaPat Sliergat), (2) at Samarra, (3) at Khafaje and Tall 
Asmar, (4) at Ur (5) at Tall Hariri, the ancient site of Mari 
situated on the river Euphrates, in the vicinity of Aibu Kemnl, 
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ROOM ll 

The objects exhibited in this room are mostly those of Ancient 
^Iraq of the fourth and third millennia b.c., in other terms those 
belongings to the periods of Al Ubaid, Uruk, Jamdat Nasr, Early 
Dynastic, Akkadian and late Sumerian. 

CASE 1. 

A eolleetion of painted pottery vases and a number of clay 
figurines in the round discovered at various historical sites and 
belonging to Al IJbaid period oP Vim first Imlf of the fourth 
millennium b.o. 

The collection in question is composed of cups, and bowls with 
black painted animal and geometric designs of which the outstand- 
ing pieces are: 

Shelf II. — No. 498. A ^^ase from Tall Ubaid, handmade, i.e. 
made without the help of the potter's wheel, with rounded base, 
decorated with a i:)attern of a design close to basket twisting painted 
in black. 

Shelf III. — No. 25129. Pottery tumbcr from Tello, with 
pointed base and cylindrical shape, decorated round the body and 
rim with bands of various width. (Fig 21). 



Pig. 21. Eoom II. Case 1. 
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Sheltp’ II. The fi^rines in the round comprise miniatnre 
human figurines from Ur, representing a naked woman suckling a 
child at her left breast. The features of both mother and child 
are not human. The woman has prominent bosses of clay applied to 
both shoulders, possibly representing either the amulets worn or 
tattoo marks. She has a piece of bitumen of conical shape on top 
of the head to represent the hair. (Pig. 22). 





No. 8574 No. 8564 

Fi". 22. Room TI. Case 3. 


ShbijP II.~No, 8574. A small clay figure, from Ur, quite 
identical witli the previous one No. 8564 except that this one bears 
no child. (Pig. 22). 
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CASE 2. 

The collection exhibited' in this case is supplementary to that 
of the preceding one and conxpi-ises cauldrons, jugs, and other large 
vessels of which the outstanding ones are: — 

Shelf. I. — ^No. 8589. Spouted vase from Ur, with a semi- 
spherical body. It has a cylindrical neck with an arched handle and 
a spout. 

Shelf III. — No. 8590. Pottery spouted vase of a conical shape, 
rounded shoulders and a mouth covered with a lead bowl, upside 
down, with a cylindrical spout close to it'. 

Shelf IV. — 24229. Large pottery urn from Para (Shur- 
ruppak) with a conical base and a shallow lipped neck turned to the 
outside, and a handle and two spouts quite close to the mouth. It is 
decorated on the shoulder with two bands of painted geometrical 
pattern and is of the second half of the fourth millennium b.c. 


CASE 3. 


Is composed of two parts; 

First — ^from left : ContaiiLS pottery vases of various types 
grouped together to facilitate illustrating the development of every 
type throughout the successive periods beginning from the Jamdat 
Nasr period, i.e., the last quarter of the fourth millennium B.c. It is 
therefore possible that the visitor would find a vase of the fourth 
Tnillenninm B.o. exhibited side by side another, connected to it by the 
type but belonging to the second millennmm b.c. The most 
outstanding examples are: — 

S'HELP IV. — ^No. 16016. Large pottery jar from Khafaje, of a 
conical shape with a circular base and a truncated shoulder; 
decorated with incised geometrical design. It has a large rim turned 
to the outside and a spout quite close to it' with a figure of ram 
fixed on each side in a manner suggesting animals drinking from 
a water source. Of the Early Dynastic period. 
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No. 1803. Conical pottery vase from Kisli, liaving a ring base 
aiicl decorated round' tbe shoulder with a band of incised, lines in 
fishb'One pattern. It has a cylindrical neck with a plain rim and a 
handle in the form of a woman having a prominent nose and very 
pronounced breasts. Of the Early Dynastic period of the first half 
of the third millennium b.o. (Fig 23). 



No. 1820 No. 1805 

Fig. 23. Room II. Case 3. 

SHEiil’ V.— No. 1820. P'ottery incense burner from Kish, 
having a ring base indented in the bottom and decorated with incised 
line geometrical pattern. Of the Early Dynastic period. (Fig. 23). 

Shelf V. — No. 24765. Pottery va.se from Kish, with three 
handles, a cylind’rieal neck, and a body decorated -with incised fish- 
bone pattern. The body is further adorned with three various scenes 
divided from each other by square compartment filled in with a 
multiplication sign. The first scene representfe an animal in the form 
of a wild boar with a fi,sh underneath; the second represents the 
same animal with a snake, and the third two palmtrees one standing 
straight up and the other leaning to one side. Of the Early Dynastic 
period. 
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No. 8614. A conical shaped va^^e from Tello. The upper part 
of the shoulder is decorated with incised geometric design and the 
lower part with two fields of decorations in relief. The first 
representing two hulls one facing the other and a palmtree in 
between, the second scene is that of ibexes facing each other 
separated by a palmtree. Of the beginning of the third millen- 
nium B.C. 

Second to the right : — 

The vases -exhibited in this part of the case differ from those 
exhibited in the first part in shapes, but they are displayed according 
to the same order, and belong to various periods. The most 
prominent are : — 


SheiiF IV. — ^No. 8738. A large water bottle, resembling pilgrim 
bottles, of the Parthian period c 250 b.o. to 200 a.b. 

Shelf V. — ^No. 8741. Pottery vase from Tello, cylindrical 
shape; and convex base. It is perforated all round and may have 
been possibly used as incense burner or strainer, 

(JABE 4. 

This case is also divided into two parts and the contents are 
exhibited in the same order as the xirevious one. Most of the 
exhibits in it belong to the periods of Ilruk, Janidat Nasr and Early 
Dynastic. The outstanding examples of the left side are; — 

Shelf IV. — ^No. 6101. Pottery jug from Ivish, of spherical 
shape, flat base, cylindrical neck, liaving a rim turned to the outside 
and a narrow mouth with a conical spout quite close to it. Of the 
end of the fourth milleunium n.c. 

Shelf V. — ^No. 835. Large jug from Tail Ubaid with conical 
base, truncated shoulder and small mouth. This jug has a small 
spout close to the rim and is of the middle of the fourth 
millennium b.o. 
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Ni>. 2647. Vas6 fram Kj&h, with a pointed conicai Dase, 
rounded shoulder having four handles in the form of triangles fixed 
to it and a thin rim. Of the end of the fourth millennium B.c. 

Shblp III.— No. 8752. Pottery vase from Ur, decorated with 
incised pattern resembling a palmtree with wind-blown leaves. Of 
the beginning of the third millennium b.c. 

The outstanding examples in the right side are : — 

Shelf V. — ^No. 5497. Pbt, presented, with high cylindrical neck 
and three handles and an almost spherical shape. Having on the 
outside a black painted Aramaic inscription dealing with omens of 
guarding a woman with her husband and children against the evil 
of the genius Giblis, of the seventh century a.d. 

No. 1261. Vase from Ur, with conical base and rounded 
shoulders and a neck with a deep line band whose rim is turned t'o 
the outside, and resembling generally the modern water-coolers of 
Mosul. Of the beginning of the third millennium b.c. 

CASE 5. 

Containing copper utensils of various shapes and sizes compris- 
ing cauldrons, jugs, cups, strainers, boxes. . .etc., of daily use. These 
were discovered at various sites and are mostly of the Early 
Dynastic period, the first half of the third millemiium B.c. The 
outstanding pieces are: — 

Shelf I. — ^No. 8499. Copper bucket from Ur, with a spherical 
body, round base and a beautifully shaped neck having a wire handle 
fixed to two sides of the rim. Of the second half of the third 
millennium b.c. 

Shelf II, — ^No. 8528. Two copper bulls ^ hoofs from Ur, belong- 
ing to a bulUs figure of natural size. 

Nos. 8524 & 8529. Copper jug and tray from Ur. 

Shelf IV. — No. 8512, Two scale pans from Ur, 
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CASE 6. 


Contains various examples of stone vases representing the 
manufacture of vases in alabaster and other stones during the Jamdat 
Nasr and Early Dynastic periods. These were discovered at 
various sites. 


CASE 7. 


Contains examples of decorated stone vases, inscribed and plain, 
partly representing this line of mamafaeture in the Early Dynastic 
and later periods, i.e., the first half of the third millennium B.c. Dis- 
covered at various sites of which the more important are Ur, Kish, 
and Uruk. The most prominent vases of this collection are: — 


Shelf I. — ^No. 1176. Fragment of a bowl from Ur, carved in 
obsidian in a delicacy which resembles the present day glass ware. 
It is inscribed with a very minute cuneiform characters of about the 
24th century b.c. 


No. 408. Fragment of a black stone cup from Ur, carved in 
relief with a figure of a man kneeling down and holding up in both 
hands two vases with water flowing out. It is symbolical of the 
importance of water. 


Shelf II. — No. 14575. Fragment of a grey stone vase, 
purchased, decorated with design in relief which may be taken aa 
symbolical representation of mountains. 

No. 5926. Stone bowl from Kish, decorated with very regular 
basket-work pattern. 
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No. 14626. Fragment of bowl from Ur, decorated with inlaid 
designs of shell and lapis laznli. This was restored in the ‘Iraq 
Museum laboratory. (Group fig. 24). 



Fig. 24. Room II, Case 7. 
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vShelf II. — No. 9143. Small marble bowl, purchased, shallow, 
decorated with figures of scorpions in relief outside the rim. 

No. 293, Grey stone spouted bowl from Ur, of hemispherical 
shape, decorated outside the rim with a band of circles'. 

S'HEiiF IV. No. 10772. Alabaster vase, purchased, from Larsa, 
having two copper ribbon bands and a broken copper wire handle, 

CASE 8. 

This ease contains a collection of pottery vases of fine modelling, 
painted with designs in multicolour and well known as the ‘Jamdat 
Nasr^ polychrome ware of the end of the fourth millennium b.C. 
Discovered at the sites of Kish, Para, Ur, Warka. (Group Pig. 25). 



Pig. 25. Room II, Case 8. 
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CASE 9. 

Two skulls and a wrist bone of two Sumerian Princesses found 
buried together with their jewelleries in the Royal Cemetery at Ur. 
These are two of the numerous skulls discovered at that cemetery. 
Their parrures comprise gold ribbons, silver pins with lapis lazuli 
ball heads, large double-crescent gold earrings, necklaces of beads 
of earnelian, lapis lazuli and gold, bracelets, silver wreath in form 
of a reversed triangle with pointed end and three branches ending 
each in a gold rosette with a blue centre piece of lapis lazuli, of 
the Early Dynastic period in the first half of the third millennium b.c. 


CASE 10. 


Contains various examples of copper battle axes, vases and other 
instruments such as a strainer, a ladle, a bucket, a fish-hook, a sickle, 
a fish spear... etc. This collection completes the one exhibited in 
Case 5 and belongs mostly to the first half of third millennium B.c. 

The most outstanding pieces are; — 

No. 9448. Two miniature copper scale pans from Ur, possibly 
used by goldsmiths for -weighing gold and other jewellery of small 
size. 


No. 14623. Pishing implement from Ur, three spiked, known 
to-day in ‘Iraq as “Pala” ‘fishing spear’. 

Between Case 10 and Case 11: 

No. 26670. A large urn-shaped clay pot, found in a small 
shrine among the private houses at Tall Asmar, having as decoration 
figures of snakes attacking worshippers and representations of 
scorpions, a beast of prey, tortoises, birds and a calf in relief adorn- 
ing the rim and sides of the pot. This seems to demonstrate the 
snake-worship in Babylonia about 2000 b.c. 
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CASE 11. 


Tills case includes various stone and metal objects of which the 
most prominent are: — 


Shelf I. — ^No. 8461. A large bowl from Ur, carved out of 
grey stone, having a round base with a thin circular pedestal and 
a rim curved to the outside. Of the beginning of the third 
millennium b.c. 


Shelf II. — No. 27900. Zoomorphic pottery vase in the form 
of a bull. Discovered at Khafaje, of the Early Dynastic period. 

Shelf III, — Nos. 8294 & 8909. Tw’^o silver libation jugs and 
trays from Ur, giving an idea of the early use of such vessels which 
are still familiar to the inhabitants of this country. Of the Early 
Dynastic period. 

Shelf IV. — No. 23462. Copper bowl from Ur, of an almost 
hemispherical shape, having a bell-shaped base and a semi-cylindrical 
spout. Of the Janidat Nasr period. 


CASE 12. 


Upper Part : — 

No. 5572. An alabaster statue from Bismaya (ancient Adah) 
of grotesque modelling, dedicated to the goddess 'Nin Sllupur^ The 
hair is dressed up in a way quite similar to the gold wig No. 8269 
from Ur. It has a beard' and wears a sheep skin kilt covering the 
left shoulder. It bears an inscription over the right shoulder and 
is of the 28th century b.c. 
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Lower Part : — 

No, 13246. A semi-circular stone stela; possibly a boundary 
stone, bearing a cuneiform inscription mentioning the patesi Ur- 
Nanshe of about 2700 b.c. 


CASE 13. 


This is a collection which completes the exhibits in Oases 6 & 7 
in this room and the contents of Case 2 in Boom I, and belongs to 
the Jamdat Nasr and the E'arly Dynastic periods. 


STONE EELIBP, 


No. 2670. A broken stone slab, carved in relief with the figure 
of ^EA^ the god of the city Eridii^ known as the water god. This 
deity is here represented holding a vase from which water is pouring 
out in two Jets and fishes swimming on both sides. The sculptor may 
have possibly wanted to symbolize by this the power of that god over 
the water. About 2300 b.c. 

CENTRAL CASES. 


CASE “A”. 


Vertical Part : — 

A collection of amulets carved in animal forms of different 
stones and discovered in various sites. They belong mostly to 
and are characteristic for the Jamdat Nasr period, and partly to the 
end of the fourth millennium b.c. (Group Mg. 26). 
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Horizontal Part : — 

A valuable collection of cylinder seals of various sizes, engraved 
on the surface with scenes depicting a number of phases of the 
religious life of the early Sumerians. They were discovered in 
various sites and are mostly of the end of the fourth millennium b.g. 
and partly of the beginning and middle of the third millennium B.c, 
This collection generally represents the development of the art of 
stone cutting during the Jamdat Nasr, Early Dynastic and Akkadian 



No. 8023. Fig. 28. Boom IT. Case ‘A'. 
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periods. IinpreHsions of these seals \vere made on small clay 
rectangles in the same manner done by the Sumerians themselves. 
These impressions were photographi'd for t*xhihition, (Figs. 27, 28, 
29 and 30). 
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CASE 


Yertical Part : — 

A collection of small objects most of wliich are amulets of 
various animal forms, carved of different stones, of the end of the 
fourth and the beginning of the third millennium b.o. 

Vertical Part^ Eight : — 

No, 27905, A grey gypsum-stone sculpture carved in the lower 
register with a mythological ^scene representing lions attacking bulls 
held by a man at the tails. The upper register is broken away. This 
was possibly a su])port to a cult vase of about 3000 b.o., discovered 
at Tall Agrab. 

Horizontal Part : — 

A collection of jewellery composed of necklaces of lapis lazuli, 
gold and carnelian beads, finger rings and pendants of gold and 
silver, gold ear-rings and silver hair pins, mostly discovered in the 
royal graves at Ur. They are of the Early Dynastic period. This is 
one of the cases containing a paid of the jewellery found in the Royal 
Cemetery at Ur and which will later be mentioned. 

CASE 

Contains another ])art of tlie jewellery of the Royal Cemetery 
of Ur and a number of clay model chariots as wxdl as copper calf 
heads and rein rings. The most prominent objects of the collection 
are : — * 

Vertical Pari : — 

Shklf L — No. 8967. \ silver object from Ur, having two 

rings through which passed the reins. This was fixed on the 
chariot front beam. Between the two rings from above is a silver 
slab tearing a miniature figure of a wild ass made of electrum, 
possibly put there as a mascot for good luck. 

On the same shelf by the side of this xein-ring is another 
instrument of the same nature and metal, bearing a miniature figure 
of a silver bull, (No. 8296). This belongs to the collection discovered 
in the grave of queen Shub-ad, in the Royal Cemetery at Ur. 
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There is a third instrument exhibited on the same shelf^ and 
quite identical. It is made of copper and bears a iiiiniature figure 
of an ass. All are of the Early Dynastic period. (Group fig. 31). 



No. 571)3 No. 8967 No. 8206. 


Fig. 31. Room 11. (^ase '(N. 

SiiULF IT.— No. 25726. (day mocbO chariot from Kish, having 
a peeular driver's seat and a slnNd slaiuling between him and the 
horses, decorated on llie side facing the driver with a human figure 
in relief holding a battl(‘ axe in one hand and a mace in the other. 
Possibly of the second lialf of the tliird millennium b.c. 

No, 1776. A clay model chariot from Kish, having a shield 
whose side facing the driver is decorated with a human figure hold- 
ing in the right hand the thunderbolt of Adad and in the left the 
mace of Ninuriu. The figure is xx^.stiiig one foot on the back of an 
animal in erouehant position. 

Verlical Fart : — 

S'HEUF I. — ^Nos. 18653 & 18654. Two cop])er calf heads, from 
Ur, of the i>eriod of the first dynasty of Ur of the Early Dynastic 
period. 

Shuu?’’ 11. — ^No. 8973. A plaster east of a head of a limestone 
statue, from Ur, represeiitiug an Uraqi woman of the 24th century 
B.c.^ having plaited hairs, combed and waved at the back of the head 
and tied up on the forehead in a band resembling the Arab headgear, 
known to day as ^^A(jaV\ 
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Shew.' II.— No. 8974. A plawter cast of a liead of a black stone 
statue from Ur, repre.senting a ■vvoinan with bobbed hair tied np with 
a ribbon on the forehead. Of the end of third niillemiiiiiu n.c. 
(Fig. 32). . , - . 



No. 1082 No. 8974 

Fig. 32. Room 11. Oaae ‘O’. 

No. 1082, A black stone head of a statue from Ur. of the third 
dynasty of Ur period, about 2300 n.c. (Pig 32). 

Horizontal Part ; — 

Contains a valuable collection of varioirs jewellery from the 
Royal Cemetery at Ur. 


CASE “D”. 

No, 8694. Lyre Avith a wooden .sound box, discovered in the 
Royal Cemetery at Ur. It Is decorated with mosaie.s in geometric 
patterns eoinpo.sed of piece, s of lapis lazuli and tw’o other kinds of 
coloured stones. It has a buil’s head in gold with shell aiid lapis 
eyes wearing a beard, mane and' side wiskers for religious purposes. 
In order to realize the original form of the lyre and the mode of 
use, reference is made to the gold cylinder seal exhibited in Case 
‘G’. The sounding box of this lyre has been i-estored in the original 
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33*) the pieees of i,,!. 



Case ‘D’. 
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CASE “'E”. 


Various objects are exhibited, iu this case. Thej" mostly include 
xinique jewellery from the Royal Graves at Ur. The mo.st outstand- 
ing are: — 

Yniicol Pari, left:— 


SfiT'XjP I IT. — No. 8912. A copper spike of unknown provenance, 
bearing an inscription with the name of “LI-LU-UL” king of Akkad. 
This is a new name of a king of the Akkadian Dynasty of about the 
25th Century B.C. 

No. 15671. A copper howl discovered in one of the temples at 
Tall Asinar hearing an inscription mentioning king “TAic/al Kiaalsi” 
of tilt Early Dynastic period. (Pig. 34). 



No, 15G71. Pig. 34. Room IT. Case ‘E’. 


Shelf II. — ^No. 8262. Alabaster cup from Ur. Standing on 
a high foot with a round base and having a handle resembling the 
lapis lazuli lug handles of the gold vessels exhibited in Case ‘P’ & ‘G’ 
and tlie silver bowds in shelf I of this case. 
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SiHELF II, — ^No. 8261. Alabaster bowl from Ur, of oval shape 
with a small base resembling* in workmanship and delicacy the gold 
and silver vessels from the Royal (hnnetery at TJr exhibited in cases 

Shelf 111. — No. 20661. (Jopptn* statuette of a woman seated 
with pressed knee.s, minus the right arm. She has the hair dropping 
oyer both shoulders. Prom Tall Asmar. It is of fine modelling and 
• I'epresents a woman of the end of tlie third millennium ba :. (Pig. 35) 



isrti jLZC- r r- 1 ;.i-:a33 

No. 20631. P'ox. o'), llooiii ir. (Jase ‘II'. 


Sheslf IV. — ^Nos. 4262 & 19281. Two ostrich egg-shelis from 
the Koyal Cemetery at Ur, cut and .shaped for drinking. One of 



40 


them is a<?<*orated wiili iiiUiy iu geometrical patteni, composed of 
triangles and iHvtaugieH of luother-of-pearL (Fig d6). 



Fig. 36. Room II. Case H. 

JioHzontal Part^ Right : — 

(1) Various examples of bracelets, finger rings, anklets, in gold 
and silver, belonging to various periods. These were collected 
together in order to illustrate the dev(dopment of their types and to 
show their eomieetion to each other during various periods. 

(2) Two silver anklets, decorated partly in what may be called 
bands in relief, executed in parallel foi^m, and partly plain. The 
two parts of the anklets oiay be dislocated and may be locked by 
having the two locket rings of one end thrust into the locket ring 
of the other and a pin driven in through them in a manner crossing 
the rings of both ends. Th(?se are possibly of the first half of the 
first millennium b.c. 



CASE ‘‘F^^ 

Contains valuable necklaces composed of beads of various shapes 
and afcea, made of gold, carnelian and lapis lazuli, gold ribbons, gold 
tfiU'mgs of crescent forms, gold hair pins with lapis lazuli heads, 
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gold rings and finger rings, partly made in filigree and having stone 
or mother-of-pearl insets. These form a portion of the great dis- 
coveries of the Royal Cemetery at Ur and are of the Early Dynastic 
period. The most prominent of these are illustrated in Fig. 37. 



■m 


Pig. 37. Room II. Case ^P^ 
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Vertical part ; — 

II.— No. 8272. Gold bowl, from Ur, of oval shape 
having two small cylindrical handles of lapis lazuli. It is decorated 
all round with minute fiutings. It has a low oval shaped base 
adorned at the bottom with an incised rosette. The rim is decorated 
with a chain of fish bone pattern , engraved on it. (Pig. 38). 



No. 8272. Pig. 38. Room 11. Case ‘P’. 

Shelf III. — ^No. 4306. A small toilet ease in gold, of a conical 
form decorated with a minute design and containing three, imple- 
ments of very minute form, namely a kohl stick, a nail cure and 
tweezers. (Group fig. 37). 
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Horizontal part: 

No. 3933. A beautiful necklace from Ur, strung of triangles in 
gold made of small gold globes set' together and beads of lapis lazuli 
and earnelian. It has a pendant in tlie form of a ring in gold, 
having a hollow frame inlaid with a ten-petal rosette of lapis and 
earnelian. 


CASE 


(1) Gold wig of the king ‘Mes-kalam-dug’ i.e. the great hero 
of the land, (Fig. 39). 



No. 8269. Pig. 39. Boom IL Case 



(2) A miniber of gold daggers ineliiding tlie famous one with 
gold sheath decorated with filigree work. (Pig. 40). 


yill 

POTa 


Fig. 40. Room IT. Oaso 


(3) A royal cylinder seal in gold, representing the king and 
the queen listening to their musician playing on the lyre. 


(4) A second set of gold vessels belonging to the king. 


(5) Golden jewellery and necklaces of precious stone beads, and 
mwdets of lapis lazuli belonging to* tbe queen Slnib-ad. Discovered 
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in the Boyal Cemetery at Ijr, of the Early Dynastic period, 
(Fig, 41). 



Fig. 41. Room IT. Case 


CASE ^‘11”. 


Horizontal Part, Right Side : — 

A valuable collection of small amulets of carnelian, shell, lapis 
and various coloured stones in form of animals including the lion, 
the sheep, the goat, the bull, the bird, the fish, and the fox... etc,, 
belonging to various periods, mostly of th(‘ thbd millennium B.c. 

Horizontal Fart, Left Side : — 

(1) A collection of B'umeriau battle weapons, including, lances, 
blades, spikes mostly from Ur, of the Eaidy Dynastic period. 
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(2) Gold and silver bands used for decorating the lance shafts 
of liigh Suioeriaii ofBcers, of the Early Dynastic period. 

GAHE 


llorkaniitl Fari, Lefi' laSidc : — 

A collection of flint and co])per arrow-heads exhibited together 
to illustrate tlieir identity in sliape and their development during 
the successive periods. Of the first half of the third millennium B.c. 

A collection of fish liooks, some are curved and straight and 
some single and double barbed. These types of fishing hooks are 
still in use in ^Iraq, particularly in tlie south, where the straight 
type is known as ^Fa}a\, This is an implement in the shape of a 
fork. The hooked type is known as shm. These are mostly from 
Ur and are of the Early Dynastic period. 

Horizontal Fart, Eight : — 

A collection of copper hair x)iiis of which the heads ax’e modelled 
in two distinct types; (a) in the form of lapis lazuli balls and (6) in 
the form of buirs head. 


CASE 


Horizontal Part:— 

A number of copper and stone implements such as the axe, the 
blade, the celt, the hoe, the razor^ the chisel, the knife, the dagger, 
the hone. .. .etc., and other iinplement's as the ancient inhabitants 
of ‘Iraq needed for their daily use during tlie third millennium B.o, 
All these were discovered in a number of historical sites of which 
the most important are Ur and Kish. 

THE OPPOSITE SIDE THE CENTRAL CASES. 

CASE 

i 

Vertical Part, Left : — 

OiiELP TI. — ^Pour silver lanee heads and an axe-head from Ur, 
of the first half of the third millennium b.c. 



A collection of shell, copper and clay lamps exhibited together 
to illustrate the development of this class of vessel throughout the 
lapse of time from tlu' fourth millennium until about the begin- 
ning of the Christian era. The visitor may be interested to note in 
particular the following two examples. 

Shelf III. — ^No. 8902. Frit lamp having a stone lid, decorated 
on one side witli the figure in relief of a reclining human-lieaded 
bull. (Q-roup fig. 42). 

Shelf ITT. — -No. 2798, Shell lamp from [Tr, {love shaped with 
mosaic inlaid Iweast, of file lilarly Dynastic period. (Fig. 42). 








f- 




.V- 




■HX. 








Group Fig. 42. Room IF. CUiso ‘J 
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Jlorizonkd Fart : — 

(1) Examples of various inscriptions of ancient 'Iraq sliowing their 

development from the pietographic to the cuneiform character. 

These are divided into three distinct eateg'ories. 

Vertical Pari : — 

(a) No. 2011. A stone tablet from Kish, engTaved with picto- 
graphic Sumerian inscription. Tliis represents the curliest 
writing of tlie Uruk ])eriod, of tlie second half of the 
fourtii milieniiiinn 

Horizontal Fart : — 

{!)) A collection of clay tablets with pietographic and semi- 
pietographic Sumerian inscriptions representing the first 
and second phases of writing, of the Uruk and Jamdat 
Nasr periods, about 3300 — 3100 b.c. 

(o) A cfollection of clay tablets enveloped and inscribed with 
Akkadian eeononueal texts of tlu' period of Isin-Larsa of 
about 2000 n.o. (Pig. 43, 44 & 45). 



Pig. 43. Eooin 11. Case • Pig. 44. Room IT. Case 'J^ 
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Vertical Fart : — 

No. 8r55. A plaster east of a stone tablet inscribed willi a 
linear text of tlie second king of the first dynasty of Ur 
‘*A-anni“pad-da'\ (F'ig. 46), 

Horizontal Part : — 



BD1sV'110 


Fig. 45. Koom IL (hise M’. Fig. 46. Room 11. Case 

(2) Three conib-shajx*d wr(*atli(‘s from Ur, closely resembling the 
mod(n*n Spanish combs. They are made of silver in the form 
of a triangle -with one angle ending in a pin and having three 
branches on the oilier side each ending in a g'Old rosette with 
eight petals made (d* almond sliaped pieces of gold, lapis laisuli 
and shell. Of the Early Dynastic period. 

CASE 

Vertical Fart : — : 

Shelf T. — ^No. 8!)28. thiiino' bull’s head from* Ui\ with two 
eyes inlaid of shell and lapis lazuli, two twisted hoims and a mane 
combed over the forehead. It is decorated on the front part of the 
neck with a shell inlay engraved with a scene in three registers of 
the following details: 






(1) A figure of a goiiiuH iu llie form of human hemg, oi a 
short -staiiire., having a black beard and holding with both hands 
the two tails of two ferocious aJiimals turned Aviili liindpartvS up. 

(2) Two gazelles or ibexes standing on their hindlegs on both 
sides of a tree eating from its branches. 

(3) A lion attacking a bull. Both animals are represented 

standing on their hindlegs and the former biting the latter's neck. 
These scenes used t{) adorn the front part of lyres or harps of the 
type exhibited in case (fig. 47). 





Shelf I. — No. 24315. Copper buir^ head from Tall Asiiiar, of 
fine modelling, having two eyes inlaid of shell and lapis lazuli and 
a shell triangle inlaid on the forehead. Of the Early Dynastic 
period. 

Shelf 11. — ^No. 5765. A miniature bison carved in ivory, from 
Kish, having a human head and two horns symbolizing its connection 
with the religious beliefs of that period. The artist had taken care 
to execut'e the hairs of the neck and beard with careful detail. 
Possibly belonging to the Akkadian period of the middle of the 
third millennium b.c. 

Horizontal Fart : — 

Three bone combs rescmibling to a certain extent those used by 
women in ‘Iraq till now From Kish. Of the middle of the third 
millennium b.c. 

No. 8233. A east of an ivory box lid from Ur, of a semi- 
circular shai)e. The edg(‘ inlaid with lapis laznli. The top is 
engraved with a .scene iii relief representing a lion attaeking a ram. 
From the Eoyal Cemetery at Ur. 

No. 8239. A fragment of a jewellery casket from Ur, decorated 
with geometrical mosaic inlay composed of triangles, rectangles and 
squares cut into mother-of-pearl, lapis laznli and carnelian. Of the 
Early Dynastic period. 


OAHE 

Contains a (milection of valuable c)!)jects of silver and copper, 
being part of the discoveries at the Royal Cemetery at Ur. The 
most outstanding ])ieces are; — 

Shelf J. — No. 8244. Silvm* head of lion from Ur, with two 
eyen inlaid of lapis lazuli and shell. This may be taken as a good 
example of metal easting in 'Iraq duiang the Early Dynastic period. 
(Pig 48). 

} ' * 

No. 8263. Copper head ol! demon from Ur, with hiunpu 
having two long horns curved to the front, of the Earl^- Dynastic 
period. (Pig. 48). 
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Shelf IL— No. 8259. A silver boat and oars, of crescent shape, 
resembling the wooden bitmiieiiized boats still to be seen in Southern 
‘Iraq where they are called MdsJi/huf. Discovered in the Royal 
Cemetery at Ur, of tlu; Early Dyna.stie period. 

Shelf III. — No. 7995. Two silver bowls corroded together, 
decorated with a repeated figure of an ibex in relief. Of the Early 
Dynastic period. 

Three examples of miniature wigs of the beginning of the third 
millennium n.c. They are made of grey stone, limestone and clay 
respectively. 

Horizontal Part : — 

(1) Game boards, decorated on the surface with pieces of inlay 
having animal, geometric and natural scene,s, cut ijito shell and lapis 
lazuli and fixed on a bitumen background. These shO'W that the Iraqis 
of the beginning of the third millennium b.c. had a very high skill in 
design, filigree and mosaic arts besides being acquainted with certain 
games which are analogoms to modern ones such as dominoes, chess, 
trie-trae and other games of the same class. (Pig 49). 

(2) A collection of dice carved in lapis lazuli, shell and other 
stones in pyramidal, discoid, cubic and spherical shapes. Discovered 
at Ur and of the third millennium b.c. 

No. 8237. A figure of a Sumerian soldier, cut into shell, from 
Ur. He is represented armed with an axe and two spears and wear- 
ing a helmet on the head. Of the Early Dynastic period. 

CASES' P, E, C and B. 


Contain various ,-jcwe]li‘i“y and necklaces made of. various 
precious stones from the Royal Cemetery at Ur. Of the Early 
Dynastic period. 


OAKE “A” 


Contains .stone amulets in the form of animals .such as the lion, 
the ram, the bull. . .etc., engraved on their bases with animal designs. 
iThfflse may be considered as amulet-seals. They were discovered in 
.>TOoii8 sites aird are mo.stly of the Jamdat Nasr period. 
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4Mi!221 

Fig 49. Kooiu IT, Ou.se ‘JO. 


WALL CASES. 

CAISE 14. 

Contains a collection of clay objeet.s of various period.s, exhibited 
in the following order : — 
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Shelf I, Clay whorls, piereea in the centre, possibly nsecl sw 
fishing-net weights. Of the first half of the fourth inillcnnium b.c. 

Shelf IT. A number of incen.se burners standing on four legs 
and decorated at the sides with incised line and dot design. Of the 
beginning of the first luillennium n.n. 

iShelp 111. A collection of miniature pots. These are models 
of the larger pottery Ya.ses of the same shai)es and are mo.stly of the 
end of the fourth millennium B,(!. 

Shelf ]\’^. A collection of clay rattles some in the shape of 
birds, tortoises, hedgehogs and others in cake shapes. These were 
partly used as rattles for children in place of the celluloid toys of 
to-day, and partly as pot covers during the middle of the third 
millennium ii.<L 

Shelf V. Two model boxes in clay, made for certain religious 
purpo.ses. Found in th(> cemetery of Digdiggali near Ur. One is 
divided inside into two compartments by a rod placed across the 
bottom. In the first compartment is a flight of .steps fixed close to 
one end of the box while in the other is a serpent crowding over the 
rod towards it. The cover Jias a knch handle in the centre and is 
decorated with .snakes in relief of wdiicli two are on the handle and 
tw’o others placed in parallel lines with the edges. These snakes 
are the symbols of a god placed there to safeguard the box. Of the 
period of the third Dynasty of Ur, about 2300 n.c. 

CASE 15. 

Contains a number of discoveries of the Royal Cemetery at Ur. 

Shelf T. — No. 8G95. A lyre from Ur adorned wdtli a copper 
bull’s head of a fine modelling. The eyes may have been inlaid with 
shell and lapis lazuli. The front part, below' the head, is adorned 
with shell inlay plaques having a scene with tw'o figures of ibexes 
standing on their hindlegs, leaning with their forelegs against a 
pole, having the head turned round and eating from a tree behind. 
The method of use of this lyre i.s clearly explained on the impro.ssion 
of the gold cylinder seal exhibited to the left of the gold wig on 
Shelf I of Case ‘G’. Of the Early Dynastic period. 

Shelf II. — ^No. 4-310. Leather belt sheathed with a thin silver 
foil found attached to the famous gold dagger of Case ‘G’ and to a 
large cylinder seal, possibly of ivory and a large number of silver 
and lapis lazuli double conoid beads. Of the Early Dynastic period. 
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Shklf III. A collection of model boats, of whicli three are 
made of bitumen, from Ur, while the ]‘ost are made of baked clay. 
These were found at various sites and they represent the types of 
boats which were in use in ^Iraq as early as the beginning of the 
third millennium B.r. if not earlier. These were usually discovered 
in burials. 

f)toup from Warl’n : — 

No. 6842. A stela carv<‘d in relief with scenes possibly 
representing tlie eoiistruetion of one of the 8umerian temples. A 
group of persons is seen — possibly including the king himself — bear- 
ing oil their heads baskets containing mortar for certain sacred 
purposes. The figures are very badly weathered. Of the middle 
of the third millennium li.c. 

A cast of a t^toac ftfrJa from Ur : — 

No. 196. A cast of a fragment of a large stone stela of 
Ur-Nammu, carved in relief with a scene in which the king is 
represented, presenting a scaritice to Nannar and Ningal ami receiving 
their orders to construct the ziggurrat at Ur about* 2300 
(Note : — The original stela is kept by the Museum of the University 
of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, U.S.A.) 


CASE 16. 


This case contains architectural remains which used to decorate 
the walls of the Temple at Tall Ubaid, situated at a short distance 
from Ur, of the Early Dynastic period. These are arranged in the 
following order: — 

Shelf I. — No. 502. A frieze comprising a number of figures 
of birds carved in limestone* set on a bitumen background over a 
wooden board framed in copper. 

Shrlf II.— No. 512, A cast of a frieze composed of a number 
of figures of bulls carved in shell and limestnne and inlaid on 
bitumen over a wooden board. . . etc. 
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Stielf hi. — N o, 513. A irieze eoiupnsing a rfcone of figures eur 
into limestone representing a proeess of eow milking, measuring milk, 
storage of milk etc., in large jars and the gate of the farmyard. 

Sheep IV, — Nos. 500 & 501. A frieze composed of figures of 
calves in recdiniiig position, made of copper plates beaten out in 
relief. This is part of a large fri(‘zo of a series of similar figures 
repeated. 

.Rhklp X'.'-No. 55:1 Two pi(*('es of (*(>lumns decorated with 
mosaic of motliermf-ixsud and liimstone triangles, in various 
colours. 

No. 108. A plaster i^ast of a shield decorated with the figures 
of twm lions and two inmi in relief and a rosette in the form of a 
disc placed in the centi*(‘ und(‘rn‘ ath. Diseovered in the Royal 
Cemetery at Ur. 

No. 4!)9. A collection of <*lay cones wliose heads are shaped in 
the form of eight-petalled fiowto's. Th(^st‘ foniuHl part of the 
decorative panels of the temple at Tall Ubaid. (Group fig. 50). 
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TWO BOXE8 TO THE RIGHT OF CA;SE 16 


Upper boj': Gonlciins Frcjg*in<‘ii(s oF Inuiiaii figures cut into 
iiioiher-of-])ear], No. 2210. Made lor inlay on a baekgTOimd of 
differ lit luaforiaL Of ili.* Early Dynastie period. 

Lower l>o.i : Foniaiiis a g’n*y slniie slab (No. 2152) discovered 
at Kish iiilaiil wilb linjesioni' figin'cs j-epiresenting* a ]/rl'oiier of whom 
only Hie lower lialf oF tin* body adlieres, having two arms and hands 
tied np with a ]f)i)g ropr^ I'auglit at Hie eml by a soldier who has 
a long beard and net «l)'o])ping on the in*(‘as1. -wears a head- 
dress iji Hie shap(‘ oF a liai wide (op. lb* is represented half- 

naked and wearing a long kill lied np at the waist by a belt of 
peculiar form. On the idglit side i; anoHn'i* prisoner, bare-headed 
and resembling thr first om* who is driven by the soldier as mentioned 
above. One side of Ibis 'dab {'ooj})!; l(*s Hie other. It is po/sibly part 
of a friezt* ilhisti*at ing i> sec'iie of a proi'essiou of prisoners, of the 
Eaidy Dynastic ])erioti. 


CbVSE Ifi-A. 

No. 26833. A neoklatn* composed of thirteen large onyx beads 
ea])i>ed in gohl with a nnmbt‘r of smail gold fluted and cariielian 
beads, all strung 1og<‘H}er on silvm* wire. The smallest one of the 
thirteen onyx beads bmn*h a ciuieiFonn inscription reading: — 


Abbifbiwhli, briored Ntfdiln — PricslvH.s, 

King of Urd^ 

This necklace was Found in the 8ou(h-Westexni front of the 
ziggurat of the E-anna temple at Fruk (Warka). ' Of the period 
of the third I>ynasty of Ur. , ■ 


CASE 17. ; 

This ease contains various objends sucli as silver hair pins, mixed 
beads of various siiapes and sizes made of carneliaii and lapis lazuli, 
silver pendants and sheiks... etc. Pound at IJr. Of the Early 
D3nnLastie period. 
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ROOM III. 


The objects exhibilcd in this room are of the Siiinerian, the 
Akkadian, the Sumero-Akkadian, tlie Old-Babyloniaii, the Kassito, 
the Neo-Babylonian and the Achaduenian periods, that is fi*om the 
beginning of the third millennium to tlu‘ fifth century b.o. 

There ar(^ also objects belonging to earli(T cultural periods 
exhibited here for no other reason than lacdc of space in the two 
preceding rooms. 


CASE 1, 

This case contains a collection of terra-cotta figurines, some 
modelh'd in the round and others in relief. Tlu'se were used as 
votive offerijig.s. They represent partly the fashions of the ancient 
inhabitants of Mraq and their various appearances and partly 
animals known to this country in anticpiity. 

These figurines were brought: from many sites and belong to 
various cultural periods, from the middle of the third doAvn to the 
middle of the first millennium B.{^ (Fig. Nos, 51 & 52). 
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Pi<jf. 5-1. Hooin fl. ( 2. 
CASE 2. 


Contains a <‘o]loo1ioif oT liuin'ini-s, m! j)|)h‘)nontary to 

Case 1. 


(‘ASE 2. 

Contains a lumiber ot' iM>Hory jjnr.- of {lilTin'tnif si/.es and shapes, 
including drain pipes, nuHh'ls of (day t aides, fragineuls of glazed 
vessels, bowls, cups, flasks... ete., disj-(iVi*r,*d in various sites. The 
most outstanding of ihest‘ are: — 

Shelf I.— No. 186132. A baked elay rhyton of peculiar shape 
from Kish, having a mouth resembling a funnel and an end similar 
to a head of an animal. (Fig 55), 
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Shelf IT. — No. 1258. Two drain pi])os IToiu Ur, witli inserip- 
tioBH ill cuuoifonii relating to tlio king Slmlgi, a nuanber of tlie third 
dynasty of Ur, aboni. 2300 nx\ (Fig. 55). 



Fig. 55. liooni II. 2. 

No. 18677. A pottery vase from Tall Asmar, in the form of a 
triangle eomposed of three bowls of eonii'al shape eonneeted to one 
another by ehiy bridges, of the middle of the third milleniiiimi B.c. 

No. 25772. A barrel-sha])(Hl vase from Larsa (Senkereh) 
containing a (piaiitiiy of silver ])ieees exhibileil by its side, of the 
beginning of the src-oml millemunm n.o. 

CASE 4. 

Contains a numlier of stone bowls, and copper and stone imple- 
ments discovered at various sites, of which the outstanding are: — 

Shm’ it.— No. 1174. A stone plate from Ur, carved in 
numiilitic stone, having a cuneiform inscription outside the rim 
relating to Ur-Nammu ICing of Sumer and Akkad and founder of 
third dynasty of Ur, about 2300 n.c. 

No. 18820. Co])pei‘ plate from Kish, de<'orati'd outside with an 
incised floral motif and eoiitainiiig bones. 

SHEiiF IV.^ — No, 92i). A green stone gate-socket, from Ur, with 
the copper foot of the door post, both bearing an inscription of 
Ur-Namniu. 
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No 24690. Two limestone rams, nsed as weights. One is the 
original’ the other is a ea.st of the soeond. Of the Third Dynasty ot 
Ur. (Fig. 56).' 



Pig. 56. Room 111. Case IV. 


CASE 


The most important exhibits of this case are: 

Shelf I. A collection of various stone maee-heads, found in 
ditferent sites, some are in.seribcd in cnnciform characters. Mostly 
of the third millenninm w.o. 

SHPJ.F II. A eoUeetion of (-ylindrical alabaster flasks with 
narrow mouths, rounded bases and of very thin ware. These are 
mostly from Babylon and ai'c* of the sixth and fifth centuries B.O. 

Shelve, s III & l^^ A collection of large stone mace-heads with 
and without iimeription. The most important are : 

Shelf IV.— No. 20659. Limestone mace-head in the form of a 
coiled snake, provenance unknonm, bearing a cuneiform inscription 
of Gudea, Patesi of Lagash (Tello). This mace-head was completed 
in the Museum laboratory and is a votive object as are all the 
larger ones of its kind and goes back to the ond. of third 
millennium b.o. 
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No. 2008. Maee-liead of brownish uiottled limestone, from Ur, 
The inscription upon it records the dedication to Nin-gish-zi-da by 
the scribe Shima the sou of Nam-hani for the life of Gudea patcsi 
of Lagash, about the middle of the third millennium b.c. 

No. 97. A white limestone mace-head, from Ur, bearing a cunei- 
form inscription of the king Ur-Naminu the founder of the third 
dyna.sty of Ur in the 23rd century n.c. (Pig 57). 



Pig. 57. Case 5, Shelf IV. 
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A eolleetion of terra-cotta model beds wliieh were in nse during 
the four last' centuries of the third millennium b.c. 

CASE 6. ” 

The most interesting objects which are contained in this case 
are : — 


Hhklf I. A collection of terra-eotta and frit masks including 
some humoristic features* Discovered at' various sites; mostly of the 
middle of the second millennium h.o* (Group figs. 58 & 50). 




Pig. 58. Room III. Case 6. 


n 


Shelf IT. A beautiful collection of standard weights in various 
forms carved in carnelian, agate and other very hard stones such 
as liaematite, etc. some are in the form of ducks, others of ey]iuder>s, 
pyramids, cones. . .etc, brought in from various sites of the last half 
of the third millemiinm b.c. These seem to have remained in use in 
^Iraq until the best part of the first millennium b.o. 

Shelf III. A collection of stone weights of different shapes 
other than those exhibited on the upper shelf and a colleetioir of hones 
and sharp{*ners. These do not belong to a particular period as they 
were discovered in most of tlie early strata which belong to the 
various phases of culture in 'Iraq, i.e., from the third millenuinm 
down to the middle of the first millenninm b.c. 



73 


Shelf IV. A eolleetion of large cluck--vreigh.ts, partly bearing 
cuneiform inscriptions recording their measures and the period to 
whieh they belong. (Fig. 60). 



In £fcht townj Qi-nsu 



Of (fch« gocidLcssj Min-gilrAu 



/\ stontL oF th^:. king 



Stom [wcLsf'irts] 20 manas 


<K 


Fig, (iO. Room III. (wise 6. 


CiASE 7. 

SheijP I. — No. 16282. A whito limestone statue from Lagash, 
repre.seuting a bearded man wearing a turban, whose hands are 
clasped to the brea.st in adoration. Of liic middle of the third 
millennium b.c. 

No. 18657. A white limestone statue from Lagash (Tello) of 
rough modelling repre.senting a seated person of the end of the third 
millesmium b.c. 
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SriELF II. — ^No. 2909. A black diorit'e statue from Lagasli 
(Tello) representing Gudea, the Patesi of Lagasli, seated on a chair 
with bare feet and wearing a skirt covering all his body to tlie feet 
as well as his left shoulder and arm. It has an inscription in front 
of the knees in two columns, recording the construction of a temple. 
Of the second half of the third millennium b.o. This statue was 
found headless, the head whose cast is now applied to the statue had 
been purchased by the Museum of the University of Pennsylvania 
in Philadeljihia since a long time and was found to fit tlie staiue 
exactly. (Pig, 61). 



Pig. 61. Boom III, Case 7. 
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No. 24297. A bowl earvod in black si one, decorated iu bold 
relief with the figures of three ibexes with inlaid eyes. This is 
considered a fine example to shoAv the high degree of sculpture in 
sloue attained duiung the end of the thii’d millennium b.c. The 
original fragment comprised only one of the animals and was 
completed. 

No. A stat\ie of the godd.cs.s Baba from Ur. of dark 

brown basalt. Hhe has long hairs of A\’liit‘li two nats are dropping 
behind the ears over the shoulders while two other nats are tied nj) 
round the forcdiead. She is wearing neeklaees and peculiar flounced 
dress and is bare footed. She i.s re])res(<nted seated on the back of 
four gee.se floating on the surface of tlu' water. The goddess Baba 
was well known to the inhabitants of this country during the later 
Jialf ol the third inillennium js.c'. as tin; gochh'ss of the farmyard, 
of fertility and of waler.s in lieaven. (Nig. (52). 

Shelf 111. — Nos. 18658 & 18659. Two limestone statues from 
Ur, discovered in the dwelling quarters of the Larsa period. One 
Kqnesents a woman seated on a chair and the other a standing 
female. They are po.s,sibly two minor deities of the end of the third 
millennium b.o. 

On the imll heiivcen Case 7 and Case S: 

FIG LIKE OF GENIUS, 


No. 24691. Baked clay placiue in relief, representing a person 
having the hind parts of a bull and the upper parts of a man with 
long beard. He i.s wearing a conical headdress adorned with four 
pairs of horn,s, two on either side pai'ted in the centre. These horned 
headdres,ses symbolize the super-human beings or deities. Discovered 
outside the entrance of one of the public sanctuaries in the Larsa 
period quarters at Ur. Of the end of the third millennium bc 
(F ig. 63). 



62. Koom 111. Case 7. 


On thr (/round Vihiv (he plaque with (jcnins: 

No. 25967. A limestone pillar, scfiiare in section, M'liose upper 
part is decorated with foxir figures in relief one on each side. Three 
of them representing a man with Sumerian features possibly in the 
attitude of offering sacrifice while the fourth represents two geese. 
The pillar is hollow on the top and was presumably used by the 


priests for sacred water. It was discovered outside the entrance of 
a .sanctuary in the Larsa period quarters at Ur and is of the end 
of lliird millennium n.c. 


CASE 8. 


Shelf T. A number of inscribed baked clay cones, used as 
foundation documents. They are from various sites and are mostly 
of the 24th century v*.c. 

Shelf II. Various ol*jects representing different crafts of 
diffVr(‘Jit ])eriods. 

Shelf lit A {piantity of jeweliiny in silver and a fragment 
of a gold bar from Ijarsa (S<oikereh}. The gold bar was possibly 
n.se<l as an ittan for ex(4unige. Of the end of third millennium n.c. 

Shelf IV. A collection of cylinder seals, carved in various 
stones engraved on the surface with minute scenes depicting different 
religious beliefs and ideas of tlie end of the fourth millennium b.(L 
They w’ere disc^ovtu’ed at various sites such as Ur, Kish and Uruk. 
The ]>hotographs exhibited at the foot of each seal represent the 
seeues engraved on the s(*als themselves. 

Hhelf V. (1) Stone and copper objects from various sites, 
mostly from Babylon, some decorated with v^ery fine decorations in 
relief and some are in the forms of bowls and stands. Of the later 
half of the first millennium b.o. 

(2) A number of various objects from Babylon, including 
copper nails wuth large hemispherical heads possibly msed to decorate 
the doors of temples, during the Chaldaean period in the Gth and 
7th centuries b.c. 

SoM6 doops of old houses in ‘Iroq hove still iron noils of this 
type imth plated fops adhering to them. 
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On the wall hetieecn Case 8 and Case i'; 

The foreparts of a large figure of a lion in baked clay. Of the 
middle of the third millennium b.c. (Fig. 64). 



Pig. 68. Room III. Ca.se 7. No. 6529. Pig. 64. Room 111. 


CASE 9. 

Shelf I. (1) A collection of spindle whorls of the period of 
the 6th and 7th centuries n.c. The use of spindles in ‘Iraq is not 
confined to a limited space of time, it goes back as early as pre- 
history. . The discoid shapes of the whorls of these spindles, their 
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different sizes and material and the strata in which they were found 
are all documents for data. 

(2) Fragment of a baked clay placiue with the face of a man’s 
figure in relief, possibly of the Kassite period, about 1750 to 1170 B.c. 

(3) Shell lamp of the late Babylonian peidod or the 7th and 
6th centuries B.c. 

Shelf 11. Objecls representing various crafts of which the 
most intere.sting is a collection of clay balls, similar to beads, bearing 
cuneiform inscriptions and possibly used as labels to various things. 
Of the. first half of the fir.st millennium b.c. 

Shelf III. A number of silver, gold and precious stone objects 
including a collection of Egyptian scarabs. Discovered in various 
sites; they represent different crafts and belong to the period between 
the beginning of the second millennium to the finst half of the first 
millennium b.c. 

Shelf IV. A valuable collection of cylinder seals from Tall 
Asmar and Khafaje, of the fir.st half of the third millennium b.c., 
including one with a scene representing an elephant, a rhinoceros and 
a crocodile. This is surely imported from India. 

Shelf V. Objects of various material, mostly of the second 
millennium b.o. 


BOUNDARY STONES. 

On the wall: 

No. 5527. Fragment of a .stone slab bearing inscription and 
symbols each representing a deity. These are known as boundary 
stones mostly belonging to the Kassite period. These stones are of 
great importance, being valuable sources for our acquaintance with 
the Early ‘Iraqi civilizations for the period between the 18th and 
the 6th centuries b.o. and with Babylonian methods of dealing with 
laud property and ownership and the historical developinent which 
affected the Babylonian law and customs during that period. They 
also record a number of names of the kings and other personalities 
m Babylonia in addition to certain historical events. (Fig. 65). 
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Pig. 65. Room III. 

On a special pedestal — ^No. 934. A second stone of tlie same 
kind except for ite conical shape. Prom Ur. The subject inscribed 
on this stone deals with land property belonging to a person named 
‘Sin-Shemi’ of the Kassite period, about 1750 — 1170 b.c. 

CENTRAL GASES. 

CASE “A”. 

Vertical part : — 

SiiEiJ' II. — ^No. 917. A circular ivory box, decorated outside in 
relief with figures of fiire workmanship and modelling, representing 
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(lauch.>' givlH with Hie hair loo^eurcl aiul holding one another hy the 
hands. Of the Phoenician period in the 8tli 7th centui'ies b.c., 
]>robably imported iu aiitipnity. ■ 

No. 1.195-1. (day iigiuv oT a ^sneaking’ liou, loodelled in tbe 
j’ound. Discovered in the eastern side of the iiiggurat of E-auna 
temple in Warka. It has an inscription over the neck and shoulder. 

(Fig. 66). 



No. 11951. Fig. 66. Eoom III. Case 'A’. 


Shelf 111. A number of stone tablet-s, known as foundatioji 
documents bearing inscriptions partly dealing with works of restora- 
tion carried out by Gudea OJi certain temples while others mention 
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the two kings 'IShulgi' ojk* of llu' kings of Ur of tlie 23rd century, 
B.o. and Kurigahn, a Fvassile king of tlie 14th century b,c. (Fig. 67), 
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Fig. 67. Room 111. ('asc 


Nos. 14320 ^ 14M2.1, Two solid bronze cylinders found in a clay 
1)().\ in a toiub at lJi% bearing an inscription dealing with the subject 
r)f temple restorations and mentioning Nur-Adad as a king of the 
Larsa dynasty who reigned during the 21st and 20th centuries B.c. 

To the left of the three shelves of that part of the case is a 
number of co])per animal figurines from various sites mostly of the* 
second millennium B.c. 

Uorizonial pari: 

Two collections of cylinder and stamp seals of various hard 
(‘oloiired stones, engraved on the surfaces with various human, animal 
and geometric designs. Most of the collection exhibited on the right 
is of the Early Dynastic period while the left one is of the Jamdat 
Nasr period. These are exhibited here for lack of space in the two 
preceding rooms. 

CASE ‘‘B’k 


Vertical part, right: 

Shelves II & 111. A collection of copper objects mostly 
acquired by inirchase and wdiose provenances arc unknown. 

Shm.f IV. A collection of inscribed stone tablets, similar to 
those exhibited in shelf ITI of the previous case and of the same 
nature. 


83 


Vertical 'part, left: 

Shelf II —No. 22451. A small head of statue of greyish green 
stone, having a particularly minutely worked hair, discovered at Ur. 
Of the first half of the second millennium b.c. 

Horizontal part, right: 

A collection of 'bronze objects, such as axes, bracelets, daggers, 
hair-pins, and miniature figures of various animals of the Luristan 
region in llran. 

CASE 

Contains a collection of valuable exhibits, tlie most important of 
which are: — 

Shelf I. — Nos. 65 & 18660. Two beautifully shaped copper 
bowls, one having the base formed a.s a rosette with eighteen petals 
projecting at the ends and having a straight centre, while the other 
has a base with an eight petalled rosette. Of the first half of the 
first millennium b.c. 

/Shelf III. A number of copper statuettes with inseiuptions, 
discovered at Ur. These used to be buried, together with stone 
tablets mentioned jn*eviouslv in Case ‘A*, in special hollows made in 
the temple walls, as building documents. Of the period of the third 
D^uiasty of Ur, about 2300 b.c. They represent certain kings of 
that dynasty carrying over their heads baskets of mortar symbolizing 
their personal association in the laving of foundations of temples. 

(Pig. 68). 



Pig. 68. Room III. Case ^0’. 
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Vertical part^ left: 


No. 6954. (1) Copper statuette representing a god holding in 

both hands a eonieal column, covered with inseri 2 )tion. DLseovered 
at Tello (Lagash)j of the end of third millenninin b.c. (Fig. 69). 

(2) Two copper statuettes, one representing a human figure 
whose lower parts are in the form of a cone and ilie second represent,- 
iug a goat reclining on the top of a conical pole with a pointed end. 
(Fig. 69). 



Fig. 69. Room III. Case 

Shelf III.— No. 18802. A copper weight fi*oni Babylon, in the 
form of a resting duck holding tlie head between tlie two wings over 
the back. Of the middle of the first millenninm b.(\ 

No. 18803. A miniature copi)er ram's head with ears projecting 
at the sides and horns twisted under the lower jaw. Of the first 
milleimiimi b.o. 
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Shelf IV. — No. 11952. A. statue of a reclining bull from Tello, 
(*arved in greenisli mottled stone. It lias a human head, wears an 
eight-horned headdress four on either side and bears an inscription 
of Ur-Gar of the end ol! third millennium n.c. 

llorhontal vart-^ right: 

A mixed collection of silver, gold, bronze, lorecious stones and 
bone objects found in the site of Eshnunna (Tall Asinar) belonging 
mostly to the middle of tlie third millennium b.c. The outstanding 
pieces arez' — 

Throe silver ingots possibly used for exchange in place of the 
coinage to-day. 

No. 15750. I)is('oi<[ silver ptuidant, decorated with hiigree 
motif, of the first ludf of thiial millennium n.c. 

Horizontal part, left: 

An interesting collection oi* amulets in the shapes of frogs, 
tortoises of different .sizes, made of silver, gold, copiier, hone, and 
lapis lazuli and of glaze<! frit. The frogs were known to the 
contemporaries of most of the (niltural iy(U*iods in ^Iraq as the symbol 
of plenty and abundance. Th(*s(^ were discovered in numerous histo- 
rical sites and go back to various periods in tbe third and second 
millennium b.o. 

A unique collection ot amulets of various materials made in the 
forms of human masks and luinialure figures of animals, found in 
various sites; mostly of the end of third Liiilleiinium b.c. 

THE OPPOSITE HIDE OF THE UENTBAL OASES’. 
Horizontal part: 

Contains six boards on wliiel] are <*xliibited jewellery comprising 
ear-ring, chains, finger rings, nose rings, amulets, beads of gold and 
silver and necklaces of beads of precious stones such as cariielian, 

agate, lapis lazuli, rock-erystal and amathyst etc., discovered in 

various sites ; they are mostly of the second millennium and the first 
half of the first millennium b.c. 
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ROOM IV, 


Thiy room contains the remains of the civilization which existed 
in the northern part of ‘Iraq known in antiquity as the country of 
Assyria. 

DOOR STEP. 

On i>ho wall: 

No. 25962. A threshold of limestone from Nineveh, iueasuriiig 
12X48X147 cins. decorated with geometrical and floral motif, dis- 
covered in the Palace of Sennacherib of 705 — 681 b.c. 

WALL CASES. 

CASE 1. 

Contains the folloiving: 

Shelf L— Nos. 11528 & 11529. Two fragments of octagonal 
clay prisms, covered with inscription, discovered at Nineveh. These 
are possibly two of hundreds of similar prisms wdiieh belonged to 
the library of the Assyrian king Assur-'bani-pal during the middle of 
the 7th century b.o. 

No. 26152. Baked clay octagonal prism, purchased. Possibly 
brought from Assur (Shergat). 

Shelf II. A collection of various objects discovered at 
Nineveh, belonging to the period from the cud of the second to the 
end of the first millennium b.c. The outstanding pieces are : — 

No. 26153. A white alabaster vase with damaged shoulder and 
rim possibly of the period of Assur-nasir-pal in the first half of the i 
9th century b.c. ■; 

Shelf III. Various objects discovered at Shibaniba (Tall Billa) 
of the period from the middle of the second millennium to the begin- r | 
ning of the first millennium b.c., the outstanding objects are : — 

Two limestone statues of grotesque workmanship, representing 
two human beings possibly of the beginning of the second^ 
millennium b.c. 

Shelf IV. Various objects from Tepa Gaura comprising 

weights, axe-heads and stone maces etc., of which the most 

outstanding are: — 

(1) Nos. 25457 & 25458. Two white limestone statues of 
grotesque workmanship, representing two seated persons, possibly of ‘ 
the beginning of the second millennium b.c. or earlier. 

(2) A number of small stone implements originally used as : i ^ 
smoothers for pottery. Of the beginning of the second millennium n.o. 
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SheXjF V. (1) Pink stone slab from Nineveh, inscribed on both 
sides with a royal decree of the Assyrian king Adad-Nirari II, by 
which he bestows on Nergal-Irishu the lands of the district Hindanali. 
Of the end of the 10th century b.o. 

(2) No. 24186. A brick, purchased, bearing the* text of an 
inscription of liushuma, a governor of Assur, mentioning the names 
and titles of a number of his predecessors and his inauguration of 
the temple of Ishtar in tlie city of Assur at the end of third 
millennium b.o. 

CASE 2. 

Contains various objects discovered at Diir-Sharrukin, 
(Khorsabad) of which the following are the most important: — 

Shelf I, Pour sexagonal barrel-shaped documents in clay, 
bearing inscriptions of the king Sargon II of Assyria e. 722 — 705 b.c. 

Shelf If. Fragments of copp(*r friezes decorated \vith votive 
figures in relief, possibly used to decorate the doors of the palace of 
Sargon II at the end of the Stli century 

Shelf III,— No. 24087. A beautiful vase from Dur-Sharrukin. 
(Khorsabad) wnth glazed geometrical design of the first half of the 
first millennium b.o. 

No. 26232. A beautiful vase, purchased, of conical shape glazed 
and decorated with a geometrical motif, }>ossibly of the late Assyrian 
period. 


BTONE ALTAR. 

{Exhibited at 07ie end of ccnti*at Case ^jV), 

No. 23920. A stone altar from Khorsabad, having three feet 
each ending in a lion’s paw^ and a circular platform inscribed with 
the name and titles of Sargon II, the founder of Dur-*SharrnkiiL 
The text of the name is badly damaged. 

By the wall between Case 2 and Case S: 

Nos. 25968 & 25964. Two greyish gypsum stone statues of | 
natural size. One was discovered broken and incomplete and was 
completed in the ‘Iraq Museum laboratory. They I'epresent a deity 
standing up and holding with both hands a vase from which spring 
waters in two flows of waved lines dropping over the dress on the 
front and at the back. They w^ere standing in front of the entrance 
of a temple of Sargon IT at Khorsabad and are of the end of the 
8th century b.c. 



CASE 3. 


Contains a series of various pottery jars, including bowls and 
flasks of fine workmanship and thin ware, decorated with painted 
designs. These were diKScovered at Shibanibah (Tal Billa) and are 
mostly of the Hnrrian period (Fig. 70). 



Fig. 70, Room. IV. Case 3. 
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The Hurrians are a people recently introduced into the history 
through the excavations which still continue in these regions. The 
historians consider this people to be the inhabitants of the 
mountainous regions and are believed to have lived on the mountain 
tops and in adjoining valleys during the middle of the second 
millennium B.c. They are also looked upon as tlie successors of the 
original dwellers of the^e lands. They are also known as the 
Subareans to whom part of the development of the Assyrian civiliza- 
tion is due. 

The Hurrian objects are not only those found at this site and 
the two others known as Yorghan Tepa and Wiran S'hahar but the 
scientific expeditions have discovered objects of identical types at 
other sites as well. This collection has been classified according to a 
sequense of dating. 

Rttelf T. a collection of the Parthian period. 

Shelf II. A eolleetiou of the late Assyrian period, of 1hc end 
of the 8th and the 7th centuries b.c. 

Shelves III & IV. A collection of Hurrian pottery of the 
middle of the second millennium n.c. 


CASE 4. 

This case contains a collection of various painted and plain 
pottery vases from Tepa Gaura, a site situated in the neighbourhood 
of the village Fadhiliyah and at a distance of about 20 kilometres 
to the North-Ba'st of the city of Mo.sul. Most of the objects belong 
to the period between the beginning of the fourth and the first half 
of third millennium n.c. The most outstanding are: — 

Shelf V. — ^No. 24664. A large A'ase of spherical shape, 
decorated with painted geometric designs, of the fourth millen- 
nium n.c. 

No. 5149. Pottery jar from Tepa Gaura, having two rims, the 
inner and higher one is hollow and has an inlet for the water to 
be poured in in the form of a bowl and an outlet in the form 
a ram’s head at a point exactly oppo.site the boAA’l, placed in such 
a manner as to pour the water into the Amse. The second rim is a 
plain edge standing at straight angles with the shoulder of the vase 
leaving an empty space at the opposite side of which are small 
figures of ducks shaped in the round as if to suggest ducks floating 
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on the water rotind the shoulder of the vase. Of the beginning of 
the third millennium b.c. (Fig. 71). 



BDJ?/33. OSSm 

Pig. 71. Room IV. Case 4. 

CASE ."). 

Contains pottery jar.s of various shapes and size.s, of the Hurrian 
period, diKseovered at the aneient site of Nuzi (Torghau Tepa) 
situated in the vicinily of Kirkuk. These are mostly of the period 
from the middle of the seeoml millemiium to tlie beginning of the 
first millennium b.c. Tlie mo.st otdstanding are: — 

A^ofa part'iculdvx in comtccUon wilh ihe Huvrinn antiquities in 
Case 3. 

SirELP in. — ^No. 6974. A jmttery rat-trap (?) in shoe-form, 
decorated with lines in relief forming squares each ■with a hole in 
the centre. 

&HEijP IV. — No. 24704. A model three-.storey house in clay, 
discovered at Nuzi. This is dccorat(‘d on the four sides with the motif 
of plant creeping up the walls with a small basin at the bottom 
of each plant. This is presumably meant to represent a whole build- 
ing covered with flowers and green, of the middle of the second 
millennium b.c. 


A nimiber of similar models had been found at. Assiir and it as 
possible that the pniiaose for which these models arc made is to nsc 
t]H>m iii the temple as stands for sacrificial gifts. 

Buildings similar to those re])i*esented by the models are still 
to be found in the suburbs of Kirkuk to-day. (Fig. 72). 
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Fig. 72. Roojn lY. Oasy 5. 
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CASE 6. 

Contains various pottery vases of the Hurrian iteriod, i.e., 
dating from the middle of the second to the beginning of the first 
millennium B.o. {Note particulars on cases 3 — 5) . The outstanding 
examples are: — 

SiiELP IV. A collection of pottery vases discovered at Nuzi, 
■some in tlie form of lions, others of wild boars, decorated with 
incised pattern representing the hairs. (Pig. 73). 



Pig 73. Koom IV. Case 0. 


CASE 7, 


Contains a collection of pottery jars of various beautiful shapes 
including incised and engraved models. The.se are mostly from 
Nineveh and are classified in the order of date. (Pigs. 74 & 75). 







No. 21896. No. 25862. 

Fi^. 74. Room IV. Case 7. Pig?. 75. Room IV* Case 7. 

Shelf I. A P'arthian eolleetion. 

Shelves II & IV. Two collections of the Barty Dynastic 
period, in the first half of the third millennium B.c. 

Shelf III. A eolleetion of the late Assyrian period. 

. SheijF V. A eolleetion of decorated clay lamps of the Parthian 
period. 

CASE 8. 


Contains a collection of pottery vases and stands of various 
shapes and sizes with painted geometrical, human and animal motifs 
e3;ecuted mostly in dark brown colour. Discovered in the ruins of 
Nineveh; of the first half of the third millennium b.c. (Pig. 76). 
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Fig. 76. Room IV, Oaso 8. 


Wall Panel: 

A panel from Nimrud (Kalakb). This is part of a friei?:e of 
mud-plaster j^ainted with a scene representing a two wheeled chariot, 
horse drawn, driven by a person holding the reins. Of the middle 
of the 9th century b.o. 

Underneath this panel are two column bases, carved in grey 
calcite and decorated with designs in relief. Discovered at* Dur- 
Sharrukin (Khorsabad) ; they belong to the end of the 8th 
century b.(^.. 

Between the two column bases is a fragment of a stone door 
step, decorated with floral motif in relief. Discovered at Nineveh; 
of the first half of the first millennium b.c. 
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CASE 9. 


Contains : — 

(1) A eollection of flint and obsidian knives and arrow-beads 
in the form of leaves, discovered at Tepa Gaura, of the beginning of 
the third millenninm b.g. 

(2) A eollection of j)Ots]ierbs with stamped motif, discovered 
at Nineveh, of the fir>st niillenniiiui a.d. 

(3) A colleetion of various stone objects including hones, vases, 
weights, net-weights. .. .etc., discovered at Wiran Shahar in the 
vicinity of Kirkuk; they are mostly of tlie middle of the second 
millennium b.g. 


CASE 10. 


Shelves I to IV. Contain a collection of painted pottery 
including oiips and bowls, discovered at Arpaehiyah, a site situated 
near a village of the same name, at a short distance east of Nabi 
Tunis and Mosul. These objects belong to the period preceding that 
of Tall ^Ubaid {see further particulars concerning the pottery of 
Arpachiya exhibited in Case 12), 

Shelves V to VIII. Contain clay amulets, miniature pots and 
stone varia, such as sharpeners, mace-heads, smoothers. .. .etc., and 
various clay figurines, discovered at Arpaehiyah; of the pre Tall 
tJbaid period. 


CASE 11. 

Shelf II. Clay incantation plaques representing in relief 
certain Assyrian gods, some in human forms, half man and half fish, 
others in winged eagle-headed human forms, discovered at Assur in 
the house of the incantation priest; of the 9th century b.g. 



Fig. 77. Boom IV. Case 11. 
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Wdl Famcl; 

A iiauel composed of a jimiiber of pieces of enamelled bricks, 
possibly belonging to friezes of the palace of Assnr-nasir-pal at 
Nineveh. They bear a number of designs worth considering as 
examples of drawings of the Assyrians of the first half of the 9th 
century B.o, (Fig. 78). 



Fig. 78. Eooin IV. 
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ClASE 12. 


This case coutains a unitme ('(illeetion of painted pottery of 
various shapes and ,size.s, discovered at Ariiaehiyah. These vases are 
distinguisluible by their beauty of form, thin ware and beautiful 
patterns and colours all being- higlily representative of the high 
qualiiy of workiiiauship and ability in modelling. 


This colloetiou is divided historically into tAVO parts. One 
belonging to the period of Tall ‘Ubaid, Avhieh is considered by the 
areheaologists as the dawn of habitation period in Southern ‘Iraq, in 
the first half of the fourth millennium n.c. This part is exhibited 
in this ease. The second part is that of the ])e.riod earlier than 
Tall ‘Ubaid, i.e., tin* end of the fifth inillenniuui h.g. This later part 
is of a higher .standard of worknianshii), better modelling and painted 
designs, and is exhibited in Case 13. This class of pottery and work- 
nianshij) is known as the Tall Halaf Avare. This had then a AAude 
spread demand in the regions situated in the Amlley of the tAA’o rivers. 


CASE 13. 


Contains another collection of tin; Arpaehiyah pottery of the 
pre Tall ‘Ubaid period, as mentioned previously in conrrection with 
Case 12. 

The last shelf in thf^ right side of the ease includes a number of 
boAvls and cups, carved in stone and obsidian ete. These vessels are 
of very elegant forms and minute modelling and represent this 
class of craftsmanship at a period when the Arpaehiyah ceramic used 
to be manufactured. (Figs. 79 & 80). 
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Pig. 79. Room IV. Oa.se 13. 


To the right of Case 13: 

No. 26230. A fragment of a large stone slab from Nineveh, 
decorated with figures in relief showing a campaign by the Assyrian 
King Sennacherib (705 — 681 b.o.) against the dwellers of the marshes 
including the figures of a number of Assyrian soldiers, some leaning 
from the tops of a fortress and others floating by the river crafts 
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in the marshland represented full of reed plants, with an inscription 
mentioning the name of a new town “Ki-En”. 



Fig, 80. Room IV. Case 13. 


CENTRAL CASES. 


CASE "A”. 


, Horizontal part, right; 

No. 6394, Armour composed of copper breast plates discovered 
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ill till' mins of tlie aneiont city of Nnzi, of the middle of the second 
iiiiUenaium B.c. (Fig. 81). 



Fig. 81. Boom IV. Case ‘A’. 

A collection of cylinder seals from Nazi, of the second 
millennium b.c. 
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Horkoiital part, left: 

A collection of copper objects comprising daggers, lances, sickles 
and scrapers etc., mostly from Nazi of the middle of the second and 
the beginning of the first millennium e.o. 

CASE “B”. 


llurizoiitid part, right: 

A collection of various objects of precious stones, niother-of 
peart, hone, clay and coloured stones. 

Nos. 15918 & 15919. Two hone combs from Tepa Gaura, very 
well finished. One is bent archwise and the other curved in. Of 
the end of the fourth and the beginning of the third millennium B.c. 

A number of cylinder seals carved on the surfaces with 
interesting scenes connected with religious and votive ideas. Dis- 
covered at Tepa Ganr^, of the beginning of the third millennium B.c. 

llorizontd part, left: 

A collection of necklaces, boue and other decorative objects, dis- 
covered in a number of tombs in the two sites of Tall Billa and Tepa 
Gaura; of various periods. The most outstanding are: 

No. 11539. Ivoi’y hair pin from Tepa Gaura with both ends 
pointed, having four gold bands decorated with inlay of lozenged 
tesserae of coloured stones. Of the end of the fourth and the begin- 
ning of the third millennium n.c. 

CASE “0”., 


Vertical part, right: 

Sheli' III. — No, 18047. A collection of copper nails with 
hemi^herieal silver tops, discovered at Dur Sharrnkin (Khorsabad) ; 
of the 8th century b.c. 
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No. 20666. A lion shaped copper weight, of unknown 
provenance, of the late Assyrian period. 

Vertical part, left: 

An important collection of coloured glazed flasks, brought to the 
Museum from various sites j of the first half of the first millennium 
B.c. (Pigs. 82 — 83 & 84). 





Pig. 82. Boom IV. Case ^0^ 




105 


Borisontal part, left: 

A collection of copper material, comprising needles, finger 
rings, stylus’, tweezers, liair pins, arrow heads, and toilet implements 
discovered at Tepa Gaura; mostly of the beginning of the third 
millennium b.c. 


CASE “D”. 


Vertical Part: 

Shelf I. A numher of glass flasks of ■carious shapes and sizes, 
discovered at Nineveh, representing the. manufacture of glass during 
the last quarter of the first millennium n.f). 

Shelf II. — Nos. 14184 & 14183. Two silver royal implements 
with two gold, pommels (No. 14186 a and h) for the handle.s, po.ssibly 
brought from Nineveh ; of the first half of the first millennium me,. 

Shelf III. — ^No. 119G0. An alabaster vase from Nineveh carved 
in the form of two lions earryiiig a vase with a narrow mouth turned 
outside. Of the first half of the first millennium B.c. (Pig. 85). 

No. 22436. A copper helnud of an almost conical shape, 
decorated with oval iron panels at the sides and a band of copper 
nails with round tops at the edge. Of the Parthian period. 

No. 11713. A figure of a reclining hull in gold, said to have 
come from the site of Kaista oppo.site the town ot Zctkho. Made of 
a thin gold sheet over, a bitumen core. This is a very fine example 
of the handwork produced, by goldsmiths of ancient Iraq during 
the middle of the third millennium b.c;. 

No. 12648. Cylinder seal of unknown provenance, earved in 
black-veined red stone with an ‘Iracp scene of ploughing engraved 
on the surface. Of the middle of the first millennium B.c. 

Shelf IV. — ^No. 22424. A fragment of the foreparts of a 
miniature human-headed-winged.bnll, earved with minute detail. Dis- 
covered at Nineveh and of the first half of the first miUennium b.c. 
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Tlorkontal part, right: 

Containing various objects comprising beads, small figures, 
minute amulets and beautiful ear-rings .... etc., of which the out- 
standing pieces are: 



Pig. 85. Room IV. Case 'I)’. 
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No. 21998. A miniature figurine of lapis lazuli, representing a 
priest in the attitude of adoration. Of the middle of the second 
millennium me. 

No. 22004. Fragments of a lead bowl from Nineveh, adorned 
with a blue and gold painted design. Of the first half of the first 
iniiiemiium b»c. 



Ifig. 80. Eoom iV. Case ‘D’. 


Horizontal part, left: 

No. 2194. A gold ear-ring from Nineveh, in the form of a 
standing person having a silver wire hook at the hack. Of the 
Seleueid i)eriod. 

Minute amulets from Nineveh, carved in stone in animal fornis. 
Of the beginning of the second millennium jj.c. 

Bone objects, possibly used as implements for the decoration of 
pottery vases. Discovered at Nineveh and of the middle of the 
first millennium b.c. 



108 


Bead necklaces of various materials, mostly from Nineveh., of the 
7th century B.c. 


;; ; j?;,- 



No. 11331. Pig. 87. Boom IV. Case 
CASE 

No. 11331. A solid bronze head of a statue discovered at the 
site of the Ishtar Temple at Nineveh, It possibly represents one of 
the kings of the Akkadian Dynasty. Both ears and eyes are damaged 
and has a naturalistic smile on the lips. The skill with \vhich the 
hairs of the head and beard are executed shows a high standard 
of elegance in the art of modelling which the artists of that period 
had acquired. It probably represents either S'argon of Agade or one 
of his successors. Of the middle of the third millennium b.c. ' 
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THE OPPOSITE SIDE OP THE CENTRAL OASES. 


CASE 


Jlorkonlai pari: 

Contain.^ a variety of olijeets, namely, load weiprhts, neelclaees 
of motlier-of-p(*arl beads, bone pins and a quantity of gold and silver 
remains. . . .etc., some fonnd at Nineveli and others at Khorsabad. Of 
the first half of the first mi]l(‘3Uiinm is.<'. 


(!ASE 


Horizontal party right: 

An important eolleetion of copper objects from Tall Billa, 
comprising bracelets, needles and mirrors of the middle of the second 
and the beginning of the first millennium n.(\ 

Horizontal party left: 

A collection of copper objects from Tall Billa, composed of bells 
found in the tombs near the heads of the dead, lances and sickles, .* 
etc., of the middle of the si^eond and tlie beginning of the first 
millennium b.c. 


CASE 


Vertical part, right: 

Shelf II. — No. 24909. An obsidian vase from Tepa Gaitra, of 
a spherical shape with a horizontal spout close to the rim, of the 
first half of the fourth millennium n.c. 
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A collection of small vessels of various colours, mostly from 
Tepa Gaura, Of the middle of the fourth millennium b.c. (Fig. 88). 



yertical pm*tf left: 

Sh.elf IIL — ^No. 24645. Gold wolf head from Tepa Gaura, of 
very high workmanship, having fine teeth and an articulating lower 
jaw. Of the Early Dynastic period. 

No. 24553. Bmall clay head of a slatue from Tall Billn, quite 
distinguishable'- for ])(»eiiliar features. Of the first half of the third 
millennium b.c. 

Ilorizoyiial port: 

Containing (1) A collection of necklaces, amulets and seals 
carved of precious stones such as earnelian, agate, rock crystal, 
amethyst and other coloured stones and shell. 

(2) A variety of jewellery in gold with ear-rings, nose rings, 
‘ribbons, pendants and beads etc. These are models of the objects 
discovered in the graves at Tall Billa and Tepa Gaura, belonging to 
various periods of the fourth and third millennium b.c. (Fig. 89). 


Ill 



Fig. 89. Room IV. Cahje 
CASE 

Vertical 'party right: 

The shelves of this part of the ease contain a greenish glass 
bowl, two clay strainers and a number of clay vases of beautiful 
shapes, painted in red and black with geometric designs identical 
with the Hiindan ware usually to be found at Tal Billa: These were 
all discovered at Nuzi and are of the luidclle of the second and the 
beginning of the first millennium b.o. isee partiadars of Case 3), 
The outstanding pieces are : — < 

No. (5598. Clay object representing a rectangular shaped vase 
having a partition in the centre dividing it into two compartments 
and birds pei*ching on the top of its walls. This was discovered at 
Nuzi near Kii'kuk and is possibly a model house of the Subarean 
period of the middle of the second inillennium b.c. 

Vertical party left: 

iSHEiiF I.— No. 22363. A small clay model of a house, from 
Nnzi, of the end of the second millennium b.c. 
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Shiijlf III. A bronze statuette represejitiiig a Hurrian person 
in liis local dress, standing with both hands raised as in the attitude 
of adoration. Discovered in the ruins of Nuzi; of the end of the 
second millemiinm b.c. (Pig. 90). 




Pig. 90 Boom IV. Case 

Snap III. No. 22359. A small bone statuette, possibly of the 
Phoenician period at the end of the second millennium b,ov 
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Shelf IV. — ^No. 22360. A glazed clay head of a wild boar 
from Nuzi, of the Hurrian period, of the middle of the fciecond 
milleiiniiim B.o. 

No. 6564. A marble, solar disc. It is d(\mrated on the obverse 
with ten pointed triangles gathered at the centre. This is meant to 
represent the sun rays. Discovered at Nuzi; of the middle of the 
second millennium n.c, 

Horizontal pOii't: 

Two boards on which are displayed necklaces of beads of 
cariielian, agate and glazed frit. They also include needles, bone 
pins, cylinders and discoid stamp seals of various stones as well as 
amulets discovered at Niizi and belong to the period from the middle 
of the second to the beginning of the first millennium b.o. 
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ROOM V. 

Tills room ooiitaiiis a considerably representative collection of 
examples of the various manufactures which existed in ‘Iraq during 
the lapse of time from Alexander the Great, about 330 B.c. until the 
end of the Bassanian period about the 7th century a.d. It is therefore 
to be considered a supplement to Room III, and help to imagine the 
events which took place in this country during the Macedonian 
compiest, the reign of the Heleucid dynasty from 312 B.C., the 
Parthian regime in 240 n.c.— 226 a.d and the Sassanian period in 
226 — 635 A.D. 

PLAWTER DECORATIONS. 

No. 11080. An example of architectural plaster decoration 
familiar to the ‘Iraqis of the Seleucid era. 

No. 19649. A limestone statue, discovered through the 
excavations of a Parthian temple at Uruk (Warka) of the Hellenistic 
period. 

CASE 1. 

Suniip 1, — -No. 17076. A miniature facade of a building, made 
of baked clay, found through the excavations at Seleucia (Tall 
Umar) ; of the Parthian period. 

No. 17108. A green stone bowl with incised geometrical pattern 
on ih(! ))ody representing the .stone vessel carving during the 
Sassanian period. 

Shelvks II, III & I lb A collection of various terracotta 
figurines of mostly animal forms, discovered at Seleucia; mo,stly of 
the Parthian period. 

SheJjF V. — ^No. 15476. Iron scale pan in the .shape of a shallow' 
plate with two crossed iron handles. Discovered at Kakzu 
(S'a’dawah) near Erbil. Of the Parthian period. 

Nos. 8657 & 9595. Two beautifully modelled stone vessels from 
Seleucia. Of the Seleucid period. 
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CASE 2. 


Containing specimens of glazed pottery vases of various sizes 
and shapes, mostly discovered at Seleucia. Tliey represent the 
degree of pott(u*y glazing attained during the Parthian period. 


On the wall nhove Caxr :2: ■ 

No. 18602. A fragment of the beautifully carved stone friezes 
in relief which were used to adorn the gate which leads from the 
palace hall into the .sanctuary at Hatra, situated about 50 kilometres 
to the west of the ruins of Assur (Hhcrgat). 

This town }ia.s been founded during th(‘ Parthian period on a 
cro.ssing point of different important caravan roa<l.s cojuing from 
north-west and sont.h-('ast and south. 

The town and its suburbs were governed by an Arab Dynasty 
during the P'arthiau period. It was sieged by the two Eoman 
Emperors Trajan and Septiraius Severus three times in vain but 
has fallen at last to the campaign of the Sa.s.sanian King Shapur I, 
e. 241 — ^271 A.n. It was at this event that it was wholly .sacked. 

The Mosul princes tried to restore it, during the 12th century 
A.D., to its previous glory but without any noteworthy re.snlt. 

CASE 3. 


Shelves I & IT. Containing different .shapes of glazed and 
plain pottery of the Parthian period. Mostly from Seleueia. 

Shelf III. Numerous examples of pottery lamps, glazed and 
unglazed, brought from Seleueia; mostly of the Parthian period. 
, (Pig. 91). 



Fig. 91. Eoom V. Case III. 


Shelf IV. — Nos. 28795/6. Clay rat-trap (?) of the Parthian 
period, diseoYered at Selencia. 

Two celadon platens, possibly imported to 'Ira^j tlirongh 
commercial transactions with the Par East. 

On ike wall above Case S: 

No. 18616. Another fragment of the stone friezes of the Hatra 
Palace, part of that fixed above Case 2. 

On ihe wall to the left of Case it 

No. 18613. A plaster decorative disc, of the Sassanian period, 
discovered at Ctesiphon. 

No. 18608. A limestone human mask, over natural size. It 
belongs to the decorations of the left wall in the southern iwan of 
the Hatra Palace. 
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On the wall above Case 4: 

No. 18615. A fragment of a limestone bust of the Parthian 
period, from the Hatra Palace decorations. This is one of a number 
of similar bnRt.s which adorn the arches of the palace halls. (Pig. 92). 



/ Pig, 92. Boom V. 

CASE 4. 

Contains a valuable collection of terra-cotta jSgurines explahiing 
very clearly the elfect of this art in 'Iraq during the Parthian and 
Seleueid periods. Discovered at Sdeucia. 

On the wall to the right of Case 4: 

Parts of various stucco friezes which were used to adorn the 
Sassanian Palaces at Kish and Khushum-al-Si’dah, (Pigs. 93 to 97), 
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A collection ot sculptui’ccl column lieatls of the Scleucid pex-iod, 
mostly' discovered at Scleucia. (Figs. 98 and 9!)). 
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No. 26252. Sarcophagus of decorated glazed pottery, made lu 
a shoe type. Of the Parthian period, discovered at Uruk (Warka). 
(Fig. 100). 



Fig. 100. Boom V. 

CASE 5. 

Contains various examples of plaster decorations, partly dis- 
covered in the iSassanian palaces at Kish (A1 Uhaimir) and partly at 
Seleucia and Ctesiphou. Of the Seleucid, Parthian and Sassaiiiau 
periods. 

xibave Case 5: 

No. 18614. A bust relief of a Parthian female cut out of an 
arch of the Hatra ruins. See parcieulars about the similar bust 
exhibited above ease 4. 

CASE 6. 

Various examples of plaster decorations from the Sassanian 
palace-walls at Ctesiphou. 

xlbove Case 6; 

Nos. 18618, 18620 & 18621. Two limestone busts in high 
relief and a plaque with floral decorations. Of the Parthian period. 
This latter "was cut out of the door panels of the Hatra palace (see 
particulars above). 

Ta the right of Case 6: 

A plaster cast of a slab with a beautiful decoration of the. 
Parthiin period, from the palace at Hatra. (Fig. 101). 
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101. Room V. 

sarcophagus willi decorations. It is of 
OMto form with a two-piece cover. Discovered at Kakzii (Sa’dawaht 
near the town of Brbil; of the Parthian period. (Pi- 102) ^ 



Pig. 102. Room V. 


CENTRAL CA«EH. 

CASE “A”. 

Vertical part, right: 

^ Shelf I —No. 22790. A haired clay hgurine of an elephant 
With two iidcrs of the Sassaniaii period, Provenanee unknown. 

Shelf II. — 17795. A bone carving from Kish, representing a 
running gazelle, possibly prepared for inlay. Of the Parthian 
period. 

No. 17794. A small copper lamp from Seleucia in the form 
of a peacock. Of the Parthian period. 
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Shelf IV. — ^No. 17801. A clay tablet from Selencia, carved on 
botli sides witli cuneiform inscription dated in the twelvetli year of 
the* reign of Alexander of Macedonia in Mracp 

UJt: 

■No. 17885. A liiie alabaslor statue, representing a Greek woman 
and a number of statue IkurIs of the same style of the Greeco- 
Parthian period. (Fig, 103). 

No. 17883. A marble head of tine workuuux.ship, provenance 
urdmown, representing the goddess Aphrodite of the ‘Seleucid 
period in Mraq. It was said to have been found in the vicinity of 
Bci’sippa (Birs Nimrud). (Pig. 104). 



Fig. 103. Room V. Case ‘A1 


Fig. 104. Room V. Case 
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Itorisontal part, right: 

A valuable colleetion of texua cotta miniature beads of figures 
discovered in the ruins of the Pai'thian imlacea at Seleueia. 

Left:. 

An important collection of st'amj) seals carved out of various 
precious stones and (oigraved on the bases with different figures 
inostty in connection with some religious formulae. These were dis- 
covered in different sites and belong to the Hehmcid, Parthian and 
Bassanian periods. i 

Vertical part, right: 

Shelf II. A collection of miniature bronze figurines, composed 
of the Greek Hercules of the Sclcueid period, and four female 
statuettes of the Parthian period. (Pig. 105). 





Pig. 105. Boom V. Case ‘B\ 

No. 2532. A silver statuette from Kish, representing a Parthian 
woman. 

Shelf III. — No. 22091. A miniature gold figurine, possibly a 
part of an earring of the S'eleueid period. 

No. 17789. A bone handle of a hunting knife with an incised 
lion hunting scene, illustrated on the picture underneath. 
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Shelf III. — ^No. 17830. A gold finger ring from Seleueia with 
a earnelian ring stone inset engi-aved Avith a figure of a warrior 
of the Selencid period. (Fig. 106). 



Fig. 106. Eoom V. Case ‘B’. 

No. 17824. Gold coin, purchased, of the Sassanian king 
Darah III. 

Shelf IV. — ^No. 17825. A gold coin of unknown provenance, 
mint in the name of Vespasian, the faniou.s Eoman emperor. 

Vn'tical part, left: 

A collection of marble statuettes, showing the degree of statue 
sculpture attained by the Parthian .sculptor in ‘Iraq after liis adop- 
tion of Greek art. Diseovered at Seleueia. 

Horizontal part, right: 

A eoIle(tion of gold jewellery composed of ear-rings, finger and 
nose rings and ring insets of precious stones engraved with human 
and animal forms executed with great skill. These are mostly dis- 
covered at Seleueia and represent the skill of the ‘Ira(ii smiths 
during the Parthian i)eriod. The most outstanding are: 

No. 11955. A fine gold ear-ring liaA’ing an oAud .shaped frame 
holding a dark coloured stone in the centre. It has an articulating 
suspension ring fixed to the ear-ring by means of a gold AA'ire thrust 
through loop holes. This gold wire is decorated at both ends with 
a real pearl. Bedsides, the ear-ring has pendants in gold hanging 
to it. each adorned with a real pearl at the end and each is hung 
on to the ear-ring by means of a pin thrust into the loop holes of both. 
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No. 11956. A gold cliain in tli(? form ot a ribbon interwoven 
iu the style of net-work, having two damaged precious »stones fixed 
at the ends, on gold semi-circular sockets connected to the bracelet 
by fine gold pins with a pearl at each end. 

A number of small gold ear-rings in human forms and of Greek 
attire. These may possibly be considered the finest examples th(‘. 
‘Iraqi goldsmiths had produced during the Greek period, particularly 
the face and the hair. 

A number of otiuu’ gold ear-rings of various fine shapes. • 

No. 17955. A fine necklace, purchased, composed of very fine 
gold beads with flat and (*resceut simpc'd separators. 

Wooden boxes ('ontaiiiing fine gold, foil and wire fragments of 
the Parthian period, from Tall Umar. 

Horizontal part, left: 

A valuable eolle(dion of studs cut into various precious and other 
stones. These have difi'ereni shapes such as pyraujidal, hemispherical, 
oval, . . .etc., pierced at the tops for suspension. They are engraved 
with x>atterns of religious and votive motivt*s belonging to variouis 
phases from the iSeleucitl to the Bassaiiiau j)eriod. 


CASE “C 


Vertical part, right: 

Shelves I & II. A numbcn* of marble statuettes worth to be 
taken as models of sculpture of the Parthian period. Discovered at 
Tall Umar (8eleucia). 

Shelb' III. A collection of bronze lamps of various shapes and 
sizes including one beautifully modelled in the form of a shoe with 


r 
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H handle ending* in a hom* Lead of uiinide workinan^liip, of the 
Parthian period, discovered at Kakzu. (Fig. .107) . 



Fig. 107. Room V. Case ‘C’. 


SheXxP IV. A number of grey stone lamps ranging from one to 
six wiek-sponts. Most of them are purchased and of unknown 
provenance. Of the Parthian period. 

Vtrtieal left: 

A collection of glass flasks of ditferent .shapes and sizes. The 
t\^'o larger ones were discovered at Kakzu, while the rest are from 
Kish, Seleucia and other sites. They belong to different periods from 
the beginning of the Parthiaji to the end of the Sassauian })eriod. 

Ilorkontal part^ right: 

A beautiful collection of lieads of terracotta figurines sliowing 
very clearly the influence of tlie Greek style over this art in 'Iraq. 
These were discovered at Seleiicia and arc of the Greeeo-P’artliian 
period. 

Horizontal part, left: 

A collection of various objects, including beads, seal impressions, 
"uilets. , . .etc., of the Parthian period, from Seleucia. 



A lioai'd of Seleiielan silver coins from Selencia. 


The opposite side of the central eases: 

CASE 


ITorizontal part, right: 

(1) A number of copper hair i>ins, tweem'S and other 
implements. 

(2) A number of eo])p(^r and iron rin^s and jSnger-rings. 

(8) A number of baked clay bullm^ with seal impressions, 
possibly used as labels for the distinction of things or any other 
>similar purpose, 

(4) (iold leaves, similar to beach leaves and diadems resembling 
eye covers. These used to be placed upon the eyes of the dead. Dis- 
('overed in the graves at Kakzvi; of the Parthian period. 

JIori:o‘}ilal part, left: 

A mimber of copper and bone styli, hair pins and a variety 
of other tine bom* objeeis of the Parthian period. Mostly from 
Baliylou. 


CASE ‘‘P>' 


night: 

A collection of various antifiuilies comprising precious stone 
necklaces, bone hair pins, copper bracelets and finger rings and other 

o])j(‘cts carved into earnelian and agate etc., of the Parthian 

Xieriod. l)is(*ov(Te(l at Seleueia. 

heft: 

A cml lection of bone objects such as combs, knives, pins, keys, 
spoons and miniature human statuettes in the round and such other 
varia of the Parthian period. Prom Steleueia, (Pigs. 108 & 109). 
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Pig. 108. Room V. Oa.se ‘B’, 


(^ABK “A”. 


Horizm tal port, rujhi: 

A mmljpr of c;lay leg.s and anas belonging 1o fignre.s of various 

size.s, 0 .. tlie Parthian period, diseovored at Selcucia. 

♦ 

Horizn.xtdl part, left; 

A ane eolleetiou of votive figures, pins, spindle-whorls, buttons, 
handles and other bone objects of the Parthian period, from Selencia. 

' ' i! 

'•0 
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ROOM VI. 

TJiis room contains a fine collection oE stone slabs, from 
Kliorsabad, which were used to decorate the Avails of the throne hall 
of the palace of Sargon 11, a king of the Assyrian Dynasty Avho 
reigned about the end of the 8th cpiitiiry b.c!. and Avho was famous 
for his important conquests of neighbouring countries (to Assyria). 

This collection comprises five large slabs AAuth figures in relief, 
larger than natural size, representing persons carrying a part of tln^ 
furniture in solemn procession. They were discovered in the ruins 
of Khorsabad ancient Dur Sharrnkin, situated about 25 kilometres 
to the north of Mosul.. (Pigs 110 and 111). 



Fig. 110. Room VI. 
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Fig. 111. Room ‘VI. 


No. 18622. A l)ri(*k wall having eiglit Hgure.s, one is a male 
and tlio other a female genius, r<^peate(l Ihroughoiit the wall. They 
are repifesented eaeh hoidiug a vase f]*oui whidi water flows out on 
both sides. This wall was diseo^au•ed at Warka at a building belong- 
ing to ’the king Kara-Iiulash I, a king of the Kassite Dynasty in the 
middle ol the second milleuiiium b.c. 

To the side of this wail is the ]ow(*r j)art of a large stone slab, 
carved in relief wutii a scene representing the Assyrian King 
Sargoii II in his chariot driving in the direction to his battle front. 
The soldiers arc represented each carrying a cut off K^ad of the 
concpiered people as a sign of victory. 
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A fragiueiit of a large liuuian-lieaded-winged-biill, discovered at 
Dur jSharnikin (Khorsabad). 

Three panels of glaJied and eolonred bricks, showing figures in 
ndief such as a bull, a lion, (Fig. 112) and a dragon having the 
head of a serpent, the forelegs of a lion, and the hindlegs resembling 
those of an eagle. These were discovered in Babylon close to the 
Ishtar Gate and are of the period of Nabucliadnezi^ar II of about the 
end of' the 7th century n.o. 

A fragment of a large black basalt statue of a lion. From 
Babylon. 

A bust of an Assyrian statue of light brown stone, provcmance 
unknown. 

Ju ihe centre of the room: 

A plas|:er cast of the famous basalt figure of tlu^ lion of Babylon, 
the original of which is now to be seen in tlie ruins of Babylon, 



Fig, 112. .Room VI. 




IN THE MUSEUM COURTYARD. 
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Fi>. n.‘j. 

Oil botli sidos oF tlio ('iitrtuici* to tin- JIu. (hihi nro two stono 
huinan-headed-winfrea-bulls. Tlii> oountvy of Assyria is vary famous 
for tlie .seulptnro of such statues wliiali ara inaaut to ba leapt at tlia 

antranae of tlia Assyrian teraplas and palaaas For eartain rali<dotis 
purposes. 

These two statins were ramovad from tlia moiind oF Ximnid 
and are of f)1]i eentury n.r. 
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Pig, 114. 


Padiig the Museum gate are two limestone statues of llie god 
Nairn, who was considered by the Assyrians as the god of fine arts 
and learning. 

They were* removtHl from tiie mound of Nimrud and are of the 
end of the 9th century n.v. 
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